
HEZBOLLAH LEADER 
ASSASSINATED AT 
HOME NEAR BEIRUT 


Page 8 



FOX: SUPER BOWL 
ADVERTISING SPACE 
ALREADY SOLD OUT 


Page 25 




Abraham Asadishad, caretaker for St John’s Episcopal Church, cleans the sidewalks and stairs around the church on Wednesday, 
Dec. 4, 2013, in Boulder, Colo. The storm dumped several inches of snow in Denver and parts of Colorado’s mountains saw up to 3 
feet by the end of the day. (AP Photo/The Daily Camera, Paul Aiken) 


Winter Storm Blankets West, Heads East 


RADIOACTIVE 
LOAD FOUND 

RODRIGO SOBERANES 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — A 

missing shipment of ra¬ 
dioactive cobalt-60 was 
found Wednesday near 
where the stolen truck 
transporting the material 
was abandoned in central 
Mexico state, the coun¬ 
try’s nuclear safety director 
said. 



Image shows machinery 
that was part of the cargo in 
a truck stolen in Tepojaco, 
Hidalgo state, north of Mexico 
City. (AP Photo/CNSNS) 

The highly radioactive ma¬ 
terial was found in an emp¬ 
ty lot about a kilometer (a 
half a mile) from Hueypoxt- 
la, an agricultural town of 
about 4,000 people, but it 
poses no threat or a need 
for an evacuation, said 
Juan Eibenschutz, direc¬ 
tor general of the National 
Commission of Nuclear 
Safety and Safeguards. 
“Fortunately there are no 
people where the source 
of radioactivity is,” Eiben¬ 
schutz said. 

The cargo truck hauling 
the extremely dangerous 
cobalt-60 that had been 
used in medical equip¬ 
ment was stolen from a gas 
station early Tuesday, and 
authorities had put out an 
alert looking for it. 

Continued on Page 2 


HELENA, Mont. (AP) — 

A wintry storm pushing 
through the Rockies and 
Midwest is bringing bitterly 
cold temperatures and 
treacherous driving con¬ 
ditions blamed in at least 
six deaths as it threatens 
crops as far south as Cali¬ 
fornia. 

The wind chill could drop 
to 30 degrees below 
zero in parts of Montana 
Wednesday while wind 
chills of minus 20 have al¬ 
ready been recorded in 
the Nebraska Panhandle. 
Low temperatures in the 
Denver area were expect¬ 
ed to drop below zero 


over the next several days. 
The jet stream is much far¬ 
ther south than normal, al¬ 
lowing the cold air to push 
in from the Arctic and 
drop temperatures by 20 
to 40 degrees below nor¬ 
mal levels, AccuWeather 
meteorologist Tom Kines 
said. 

Areas of Montana and the 
Dakotas were forecast to 
reach lows in the minus- 
205, while Laramie, Wyo. 
is expected to see a low 
temperature of 28 below. 
The icy arctic blast was 
expected to be followed 
by another one later in 
the week, creating an 


extended period of cold 
weather that hasn’t been 
seen since the late 1990s, 
meteorologists said. 

In California's Central 
Valley, temperatures 
dropped into the upper 
20s overnight, not enough 
to cause any damage to 
citrus crops. 

Citrus farmers, however, 
are anticipating colder 
temperatures overnight 
Wednesday and Thurs¬ 
day and are continuing to 
take precaution, said Bob 
Blakely, of California Citrus 
Mutual. 

The unrelenting storm has 
spread about 2 feet of 


snow and brought daily 
activities to a grinding halt 
in northeastern Minnesota. 
The heavy snow and ice 
has contributed to hun¬ 
dreds of traffic accidents 
around the state and was 
cited in at least four fatal 
crashes since Monday. 

The storm closed the Uni¬ 
versity of Minnesota Duluth 
and most other schools in 
the area and canceled 
holiday parties. Salvation 
Army bell ringing and a 
lutefisk dinner in Duluth, 
where over a foot of snow 
has fallen over three days. 

Continued on Page 3 
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The National Commission on Nuclear Safety and Safeguards 
of Mexico’s Energy Secretary website shows a message 
asking for help in the search for a stolen cargo truck 
hauling medical equipment with extremely dangerous 
radioactive material after it was stolen in Tepojaco, Hidalgo 
state, north of Mexico City. 

(AP Photo/website of the CNSNS) 

Hunt over in Mexico for 
stolen radioactive cargo 


Continued from Front 

Police and the military 
joined in the hunt. 

The truck was taking 
the cobalt to a nuclear 
waste facility in the state 
of Mexico, which is adja¬ 
cent to Mexico City. 
Eibenschutz said direct 
exposure to cobalt-60 
could result in death 
within a few minutes. He 
said hospitals near the 
area were asked to re¬ 
port if they treat anyone 
exposed to radioactivity. 
“This is a radioactive 
source that is very strong,” 
Eibenschutz told The As¬ 
sociated Press. 

But, he added, the ma¬ 
terial poses no threat to 
human life if kept at least 
500 yards (500 meters) 
away. 

Eibenschutz didn’t know 
the exact weight of co¬ 
balt, but said it was the 
largest amount stolen in 
recent memory, and the 
intensity of the material 
caused the alert. 

The material was used in 
obsolete radiation thera¬ 
py equipment that is be¬ 
ing replaced throughout 
Mexico’s public health 
system. It was coming 
from the general hospi¬ 
tal in the northern border 
city of Tijuana, Eibenshutz 
said. 

Before the container was 
found, he said the thieves 
most likely wanted the 
white 2007 Volkswagen 
cargo vehicle with a 
moveable platform and 


crane. 

Eibenschutz said there 
was nothing to indicate 
the theft of the cobalt 
was intentional or in any 
way intended for an act 
of terrorism. 

The truck marked “Trans- 
portes Ortiz" left Tijuana 
on Nov. 28 and was 
headed to the storage 
facility when the driver 
stopped to rest at a gas 
station in Tepojaco, in Hi¬ 
dalgo state north of Mex¬ 
ico City. 

The driver, Valentin Esca¬ 
milla Ortiz, told authori¬ 
ties he was sleeping in 
the truck when two men 
with a gun approached 
about 1:30 a.m. Tuesday. 
They made him get out, 
tied his hands and feet 
and left him in a vacant 
lot nearby. 

When he was able to 
free himself, he ran back 
to the gas station to get 
help. On average, a half 
dozen thefts of radioac¬ 
tive materials are report¬ 
ed in Mexico each year 
and none have proven 
to be aimed at the car¬ 
go, Eibenschutz said. He 
said that in all the cases 
the thieves were after 
shipping containers or 
the vehicles. 

Unintentional thefts of ra¬ 
dioactive materials are 
not uncommon, said an 
official familiar with cases 
reported by International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
member states, who was 
not authorized to com¬ 
ment on the case.Q 



As Biden visits , 


Chinese push back over air zone 


MARK LANDLER 
© 2013 New York Times 

BEIJING - Chinese lead¬ 
ers pushed back at visiting 
Vice President Joe Biden 
on Wednesday over what 
they assert is their right to 
control a wide swath of air¬ 
space in the bitterly con¬ 
tested East China Sea. But 
the Chinese also indicated 
they had not decided how 
aggressively to enforce 
their so-called air defense 
identification zone, which 
has ignited tensions with 
Japan. 

Shuttling from one feud¬ 
ing neighbor fo the other, 
Biden arrived here from To¬ 
kyo to urge China's presi¬ 
dent, Xi Jinping, to show 
restraint in the restricted 


jets to intercept Japanese 
airliners flying off fhe Chi¬ 
nese coast. 

In brief public remarks mid¬ 
way through the meetings, 
Biden made no reference 
to the dispute, but said 
the relationship between 
the U.S. and China “ulti¬ 
mately has to be based on 
trust, and a positive notion 
about the motive of one 
another.” 

Xi, who cultivated unusu¬ 
ally personal ties to Biden 
when he was China’s 
vice president, sounded a 
more upbeat note about 
the broader relationship, 
though he conceded “re¬ 
gional hot-spot issues keep 
cropping up." 

He welcomed Biden as 


miscalculation." He prom¬ 
ised to raise those objec¬ 
tions with Xi in Beijing. 

Biden stopped short of call¬ 
ing on China to rescind the 
zone, something it is highly 
unlikely to do, given the 
nationalist sentiments that 
have been animated by 
its standoff with Japan. The 
U.S. military has ignored 
the zone, dispatching B-52 
bombers last week to fly 
through it. 

Shortly after Biden arrived, 
the Chinese Foreign Min¬ 
istry said the new air de¬ 
fense identification zone 
was a fact of life that the 
world needed to accept. 
The spokesman at the min¬ 
istry, Hong Lei, described it 
as a “zone of cooperation. 



Vice President Joe Biden with Chinese President Xi Jinping at the Great Hall of the People 
in Beijing, Dec. 4, 2013. Shuttling from one feuding neighbor to the other, Biden arrived on 
Wednesday to appeal to China’s leaders to show restraint in policing a new air defense zone in 
the East China Sea that has ignited tensions with Japan. 

(Lintao Zhang/Pool via The New York Times) 


zone, which Biden said the 
United States regarded as 
illegitimate and a provo¬ 
cation. 

After 5 1/2 hours of meet¬ 
ings, in which Biden laid out 
the U.S. case against Chi¬ 
na’s action and Xi made 
a forceful counterargu¬ 
ment, senior administration 
officials said, “President Xi 
took on board what the 
vice president said. It's up 
to China, and we'll see 
how things will unfold in the 
coming days and weeks.” 
Xi’s response suggested 
China and Japan may be 
able to manage a stand¬ 
off that had threatened to 
escalate dangerously, with 
China scrambling fighter 


“my old friend" and said 
nothing directly about the 
air defense zone. 

For Biden, however, Chi¬ 
na's sudden action last 
month upended what was 
meant to be tour of Asia 
with a wide-ranging agen¬ 
da. Instead, he has had to 
walk a fine line: defend¬ 
ing an ally and rebuking a 
potential adversary, while 
preventing a spat over a 
clump of islands in the East 
China Sea from mushroom¬ 
ing into a wider conflict. 

A day earlier in Tokyo, 
Biden condemned China’s 
action as an effort to “uni¬ 
laterally change the status 
quo” and said it had raised 
“the risk of accidents and 


and not confrontation.” 
Since the zone was an¬ 
nounced on Nov. 23,55 air¬ 
lines from 19 countries had 
provided China with flight 
information, he said. The 
Federal Aviation Admin¬ 
istration has advised U.S. 
civilian aircraft to comply 
with China’s request when 
flying into the airspace. 

The FAA’s guidance, which 
officials said was routine, 
unsettled Japanese offi¬ 
cials, who had instructed 
their carriers not to identify 
themselves to the Chinese. 
But Biden's strong words, 
combined with his appeal 
to China’s top leader, ap¬ 
pears to have smoothed 
over that flap.Q 
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Winter Storm Blankets West, Heads East 


US aims to blunt 
terror recruiting of 
English speakers 

ERIC SCHMITT 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Concerned 
by the attempts of al-Qai- 
da and its global affiliates 
to attract more Americans 
and other Westerners, the 
State Department is step¬ 
ping up its online efforts 
to combat violent extrem¬ 
ists’ recruiting of English 
speakers. The campaign 
is starting at a time when 
intelligence officials say 
dozens of Americans have 
traveled or tried to travel 
to Syria since 2011 to fight 
with the rebels against the 
government of President 
Bashar Assad. Al-Qaida’s 
branch in Yemen now 
puts English subtitles on its 
website propaganda. Al- 
Shabab, the Islamist ex¬ 
tremist group in Somalia, 
publishes an English-lan¬ 
guage online magazine. 
State Department officials 
acknowledge that the 
new program is a modest 
trial run that faces a vast 
array of English-language 
websites, Twitter feeds, 
YouTube videos and Face- 
book pages that violent ex¬ 
tremist groups have estab¬ 
lished largely uncontested 
in the past few years. But 
U.S. and European intel¬ 
ligence officials warn that 
al-Qaida’s efforts to recruit 
English-speaking fighters 
could create new terrorist 
threats when the battle- 
hardened militants return 
home. For the past three 
years, a small band of on¬ 
line analysts and bloggers 
in a tiny State Department 
office have focused their 
efforts on trying to under¬ 
stand what inspires their 
target audience - men 18 
to 30 years old, mostly in 
the Middle East - to violent 
extremism, and on finding 
ways to steer them away 
from that. The analysts 
speak Arabic, Urdu, Somali 
and Punjabi. 

In the pilot program that 
began Wednesday, the 
same analysts will for the 
first time also post mes¬ 
sages on English-language 
websites that jihadists use 
to recruit, raise money 
and promote their cause. 
For now, the analysts will 
post only images and mes¬ 
sages, and not engage 
extremists in online conver¬ 
sations, as they do in the 
other languages.Q 


Continued from Front 

In Colorado, the Ameri¬ 
can Red Cross opened 
a warming shelter in a 
church in Black Forest 
near Colorado Springs, to 
help people still recover¬ 
ing from a wildfire in June 
that destroyed nearly 
500 homes and killed two 
people. Meanwhile, the 
snow and cold sent the 
Denver Broncos indoors to 
practice and canceled a 
men's World Cup downhill 
training in Beaver Creek. 
The racers need a clean, 
slick surface to practice on 
and will try to squeeze in a 
training run on Thursday, 
when the snow should ta- 


ADAM LIPTAK 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - John D. 
Apel says his First Amend¬ 
ment rights were violated 
when he was convicted for 
entering an area set aside 
for protests near the main 
entrance to Vandenberg 
Air Force Base, from which 
he had been banned. 

But the Supreme Court jus¬ 
tices did not seem inter¬ 
ested in Apel’s free speech 
rights Wednesday during 
arguments in his case. 

Apel had been barred 
from the base, in Santa 


per off but bitter cold will 
continue. 

Officials warned residents 
to protect themselves 
against frostbite if fhey are 
going fo be oufside for 
any length of time. 

“When it gets this cold, you 
don’t need 30, 40 mile- 
per-hour winds to get that 
wind chill down to danger¬ 
ous levels. All it takes is a 
little breeze,” Kines said. 
The storm hit the northern 
Rockies on Monday and 
Tuesday, dumping up to 2 
feet of snow in the moun¬ 
tains and in Yellowstone 
National Park. 

A four-vehicle crash in 
central Montana killed 
Chelsea Stanfield, 21, of 


Barbara County, Calif., af¬ 
ter earlier convictions for 
vandalism and trespass. 

But he said those orders 
should not apply to an 
area open to the public on 
the other side of a painted 
green line that separates 
the closed part of the base 
from the Pacific Coast 
Highway. 

“This is a case about the 
right to peacefully pro¬ 
test on a fully open pub¬ 
lic road, in a designated 
protest zone,” said Erwin 
Chemerinsky, a lawyer for 
Apel and dean of the law 


Great Falls. Authorities said 
Stanfield was driving too 
quickly for fhe icy condi¬ 
tions. In North Dakota, 
Ronald Waters, 59, of Wat¬ 
ford City, died when the 
semitrailer he was driving 
rolled in a ditch south of 
the city. 

In the Dakotas, cattle 
ranchers who lost thou¬ 
sands of animals in an Oc¬ 
tober blizzard were brac¬ 
ing for the latest wintry 
weather, with wind chills 
of 40 degrees below zero 
expected by week's end. 
Cattle should be able to 
withstand the harsh condi¬ 
tions better than they did 
the Oct. 4 blizzard, said 
Julie Ellingson, executive 


school at the University of 
California, Irvine. 

But Justice Antonin Scalia 
said the question before 
the court did not involve 
the First Amendment. 

“You can raise it,” he said, 
“but we don’t have to lis¬ 
ten to it.” 

That left a much narrower 
question about the reach 
of the federal law under 
which Apel was convicted. 
It forbids people to re-enter 
military installations from 
which they have been 
barred. 

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court 


vice president of the North 
Dakota Stockmen’s Asso¬ 
ciation. 

“Cattle are a hardy spe¬ 
cies; they can endure a 
lot,” she said. "With that 
October storm, they didn’t 
have their winter hair coat 
yet. They’ve acquired 
some of that extra hair 
that will help insulate them 
better.” The system was 
pushing south, and Texans 
enjoying balmy 80-degree 
days should be seeing 
temperatures in the 40s by 
Thursday, Kines said. 

The cold air is expected to 
linger until next week then 
move east, where it will 
bring less-drastic tempera¬ 
ture changes, he said.Q 


of Appeals, in California, 
ruled for Apel on statutory 
rather than constitutional 
grounds. It said the fed¬ 
eral government could not 
enforce the law because 
Apel had been standing 
on property partly con¬ 
trolled by the state and 
county. 

“The federal government 
lacks the exclusive right 
of possession in the area 
on which the trespass al¬ 
legedly occurred,” said 
the unsigned opinion, 
which overturned Apel’s 
conviction. □ 



A man cuts a fallen tree during a snowstorm in Duluth, Minn., Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2013. The unrelenting storm has spread about 
2 feet of snow in northeastern Minnesota continued for a third day Wednesday. The heavy snow and ice has contributed to 
hundreds of traffic accidents around Minnesota and was cited by authorities in at least five fatal crashes since Monday. 

(AP Photo/Duluth News Tribune, Steve Kuchera) 


Supreme Court to set a line, this time literal 
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LAX shooting suspect appears in court 


LINDA DEUTSCH 
AP Special Correspondent 
RANCHO CUCAMONGA, 
California (AP) — The man 

charged with killing a Trans¬ 
portation Security Adminis¬ 
tration officer and wound¬ 
ing two other agents and 
a civilian during a shooting 
rampage at Los Angeles 
International Airport made 
his first court appearance 
Wednesday, still show¬ 
ing signs of the gunshot 
wounds suffered when he 
was arresfed. 

Paul Ciancia hadn’t been 
seen in public since the 
Nov. 1 attack that created 
chaos at one of the busiest 
U.S. airports and affected 
air travel around the coun¬ 
try. 

The 23-year-old spoke in 
whispers and showed no 
emotion during the 10-min- 
ute hearing in the West 
Valley Detention Center 
in Rancho Cucamonga, 
about 45 miles east of 
Los Angeles. He’s being 
housed at the facility in 
federal custody. 

U.S. Magistrate Judge Da¬ 
vid Bristow asked the di¬ 
minutive, slender Ciancia if 
he understood the charges 
against him. 

“Yes," responded Ciancia, 
who was shackled at his 
hands and feet and had a 
bandage on his neck and 
bruises on the left side of his 
face. 

His lawyers didn’t comment 


on his injuries. 

Airport police responding 
to the rampage shot Cian¬ 
cia four times, including 
once in the mouth. He was 
hospitalized for more than 
two weeks before being 
placed in federal custody. 
The unemployed motorcy¬ 
cle mechanic did not en¬ 
ter a plea Wednesday to a 
murder charge that carries 


could be waived if a grand 
jury indicts Ciancia. 
Investigators said Ciancia 
walked into LAX’s Terminal 
3, pulled a semi-automatic 
rifle out of a duffel bag and 
fired at TSA Officer Gerardo 
Hernandez. 

An autopsy showed Her¬ 
nandez, 39, was shot a 
dozen times. 

Ciancia then fired on two 



This courtroom drawing shows Paul Ciancia during an appear¬ 
ance at the West Valley Detention Center wearing a bandage 
on his neck and with bruises on his face on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 
2013, in Rancho Cucamonga, Calif. Ciancia has been charged 
with killing a Transportation Security Administration officer and 
wounding three others during a rampage at Los Angeles Inter¬ 
national Airport. 

(AP Photo/Bill Robles) 


a possible death penalty if 
he's convicted. 

Bristow determined Cian¬ 
cia was a flight risk and 
posed a danger to the 
community, and ordered 
him to remain behind bars. 
The next hearing is sched¬ 
uled for Dec. 18, but it 


other uniformed TSA em¬ 
ployees and an airline 
passenger, who all were 
wounded, as he moved 
through the security check¬ 
point to the passenger 
gate area, authorities said. 
None of the three suffered 
life-threatening injuries.□ 


US court: 

Negligence not cause of 3rd WTC collapse 


LARRY NEUMEISTER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Negli¬ 
gence was not the cause 
of the collapse of a third 
World Trade Center tower 
several hours after the twin 
towers were destroyed in 
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks, a federal appeals 
court said Wednesday, ab¬ 
solving a developer and 
others of responsibility in the 
destruction of the 47-story 
building. 

The 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals in Manhattan said 
it was “simply incompatible 
with common sense and 
experience to hold that 
defendants were required 
to design and construct a 
building that would survive 


the events of September 
11 , 2001 ." 

The 2-to-l decision upheld 
the rulings regarding World 
Trade Center 7 by U.S. Dis¬ 
trict Judge Alvin Hellerstein, 
who had written that the 
claims by the Consolidated 
Edison Co. of New York and 
its insurance companies 
were “too farfetched and 
tenuous” to survive. Con 
Ed and the insurance com¬ 
panies had claimed that a 
company owned by devel¬ 
oper Larry Silverstein and 
other defendants could be 
held liable. 

Hellerstein had dismissed 
various defendants in a se¬ 
ries of rulings. 

The building fell at 5:21 p.m. 
on Sept. 11, 2001, nearly 


seven hours after the other 
buildings collapsed. A Con 
Edison power station be¬ 
neath Tower 7 was crushed 
when the building fell. 
Judge Rosemary Pooler 
wrote in the majority de¬ 
cision that Con Ed’s inter¬ 
pretation of liability would 
mean that those who de¬ 
signed and constructed 
the building would pre¬ 
sumably be liable if it “col¬ 
lapsed as a result of a fire 
triggered by a nuclear at¬ 
tack on lower Manhattan.” 
The judge wrote that while 
concepts that would allow 
an entity to pursue a liabil¬ 
ity claim “must, by their na¬ 
ture, be fluid, at the end of 
the day they must engage 
with reality."□ 



U.S. student debt load varies 
greatly by college and region 


RICHARD PEREZ-PENA 
© 2013 New York Times 

Rising student debt has be¬ 
come a national concern, 
but the picture is far from 
uniform, with students at 
some colleges borrowing 
10 times as much as their 
counterparts at other col¬ 
leges, a report released 
Wednesday says. 

The Institute for College 
Access and Success, a re¬ 
search group, reported not 
only enormous variation in 
student debt from school 
to school - from less than 
$5,000 per borrower at 
some colleges, to almost 
$50,000 at others - but also 
wide differences by region, 
with students in the East 
and Midwest borrowing 
far more than those in the 
West and South. 

The report underscores the 
murkiness of college costs, 
with consumers often fo¬ 
cusing on sticker prices that 
have little to do with how 
much aid they will receive, 
how much they will pay out 
of pocket and how much 
they may have to borrow. 
“There's a growing aware¬ 
ness of the importance of 
student debt, and there 
are many more tools avail¬ 
able now for people to 
learn about costs, but we 
still have a long way to go 
in informing people about 
how to finance an educa¬ 
tion, and how much it var¬ 
ies from school to school,” 
said Lauren Asher, presi¬ 
dent of the institute. 

The report came a day af¬ 
ter the federal Consumer 
Financial Protection Bu¬ 
reau announced that it 
would regulate large loan 
servicers like Sallie Mae - 
companies that do not 
lend the money in the first 
place but take over the 
management of the loans 
- in the $1.2 trillion student 
debt market. 

The federal bureau, cre¬ 
ated in the wake of the 
2008 financial crisis, already 
oversees lenders, but it re¬ 
cently reported that peo¬ 
ple who have student debt 
are often tripped up by the 
loan servicers, particularly 
when they want to change 
repayment terms. 

A recent report by the Col¬ 
lege Board, using different 


methodology, put those 
figures at 60 percent and 
$26,500. 

The institute's report lists 
some of the colleges where 
students borrow most and 
least, based on the college 
survey, while cautioning 
that some colleges that did 
not take part in the survey 
might have made those 
rosters. Nearly all for-profit 
colleges did not take part. 
The high-debt private col¬ 
leges listed are concen¬ 
trated in the Northeast, 
while half of the high-debt 
public colleges are state 
schools of Pennsylvania or 
New Jersey. 

The institute also posted 
college-specific figures on 
Wednesday, in a search¬ 
able online database. It 
shows two private colleg¬ 
es, Anna Maria College 
and Wheelock College in 
Massachusetts, with more 
than 80 percent of gradu¬ 
ates having student loans, 
and the highest average 
debt per borrower, around 
$49,000, among colleges 
that provided figures. Two 
other private schools, Beck¬ 
er College in Massachu¬ 
setts and Marylhurst Univer¬ 
sity in Oregon, had aver¬ 
age debt a few thousand 
dollars lower, but more bor¬ 
rowers - more than 90 per¬ 
cent of their graduates. 

At the other end of the 
spectrum, at the Califor¬ 
nia State University at Sac¬ 
ramento, fewer than half 
of graduates had student 
loans, which averaged less 
than $4,500. 

At Bernard M. Baruch Col¬ 
lege of the City University 
of New York, the average 
debt per borrower was 
slightly higher, but only 
about 1 student in 5 bor¬ 
rowed any money for col¬ 
lege. The colleges on the 
report’s low-debt list are 
a geographically diverse 
mix of public and private, 
ranging from little-known 
places like Campbellsville 
University of Kentucky to 
Princeton University. State- 
wise, graduates of colleges 
in Arizona, California, Loui¬ 
siana, Nevada, Utah and 
Wyoming were among the 
least likely to have student 
debt, and those who did, 
borrowed relatively little. □ 
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Newtown releases emergency calls from shooting 


JACK GILLUM 
MICHAEL MELIA 
Associated Press 
HARTFORD, Connecti¬ 
cut (AP) — Recordings of 
emergency calls from the 
Connecticut school shoot¬ 
ing that were released 
Wednesday show town 
dispatchers urged pan¬ 
icked callers to take cover, 
mobilized help and asked 
about the welfare of the 
children as gunshots could 
be heard at times in the 
background. 

The gunman, 20-year-old 
Adam Lanza, shot his way 
into the school the morn¬ 
ing of Dec. 14 and killed 20 
children and six educators 
with a semi-automatic rifle. 
He also killed his mother in 
their Newtown home be¬ 
fore driving to the school, 
and he committed sui¬ 
cide as police arrived at 
the scene. The calls to the 
911 emergency dispatch 
service were posted on 
the town’s website un¬ 
der a court order after a 
lengthy effort by The Asso¬ 
ciated Press to have them 
released for review.One 
caller told police in a trem¬ 
bling, breathless voice that 
a gunman was shooting in¬ 
side the building.“I caught 
a glimpse of somebody. 
They’re running down the 
hallway. Oh, they’re still 
running and still shoot¬ 
ing. Sandy Hook school, 
please,” the woman said. 

In the minutes that fol¬ 
lowed, staff members in¬ 
side the school pleaded 
for help as Newtown po¬ 
lice juggled the barrage of 
calls. 

An unidentified teacher 
called from a classroom 
to the left of the front en¬ 
trance to report what 
sounded like gunshots in 
the hall. She said she was 
in the room with all her 
students and hadn’t yet 
locked the door. 



A bus drives past a sign reading Welcome to Sandy Hook, 
Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2013, in Newtown, Conn. The 911 calls 
from the Sandy Hook Elementary School shootings released 
Wednesday show town dispatchers urged panicked callers to 
take cover, mobilized help and asked about the welfare of the 
children as the boom of gunfire could be heard at times in the 
background. The recordings are released under court order 
after a legal challenge from The Associated Press. 

(AP Photo/Jessica Hill) 


going on!" 

Newtown police officers 
arrived at the school within 
four minutes of the first 911 
call, but nearly six minutes 
passed before they en¬ 
tered the building as they 
sorted out concerns over 
a possible second shoot¬ 
er, according to a pros¬ 
ecutor’s report issued last 
week. 

It’s not clear whether the 
delay made a difference 
because Lanza killed him¬ 
self one minute after the 
first officer arrived on the 
scene, according to the re¬ 
port. In one of the record¬ 
ings released Wednesday, 
dispatchers were heard 
making calls to Connecti¬ 
cut state police that ap¬ 
parently rang unanswered. 
One of the three unan¬ 


swered calls rang for at 
least 50 seconds. State po¬ 
lice picked up on a fourth 
call. 

But state police had al¬ 
ready been dispatched 
to the school by the time 
those calls were made, ac¬ 
cording to a timeline and 
call log supplied by New¬ 
town officials. In all, seven 
recordings of landline calls 
from inside the school to 
Newtown police were post¬ 
ed Wednesday. Calls that 
were routed to state police 
are the subject of a sepa¬ 
rate, pending freedom of 
information request by the 
AP. Prosecutors opposed 
the tapes’ release, arguing 
among other things that 
the recordings could cause 
the victims’ families more 
anguish .□ 


“Keep everybody calm, 
keep everybody down, 
get everybody away from 
windows, OK,” the dis¬ 
patcher said. 

Another woman, who was 
shot in the foot, reported 
that she was in a classroom 
with children and two oth¬ 
er adults, but that there 
was no way to safely lock 
the door. The dispatcher 
told her to apply pressure 
to the wound. 

One of the first calls came 
from a custodian, Rick 
Thorne, who said that a 
window at the front of 
the school was shattered 
and that he kept hearing 
shooting. While on the line 
with Thorne, the dispatcher 
told somebody off the call: 
“Get everyone you can 
going down there.” 

Thorne remained on the 
phone for several minutes. 
“There's still shooting go¬ 
ing on, please!" the cus¬ 
todian pleaded to New¬ 
town’s 911 dispatcher, as 
six or seven shots could 
be heard booming in the 
background. “Still, it's still 
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Obama defends financials of health law 


JACKIE CALMES 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - President 
Barack Obama left the 
White House on Wednes¬ 
day for one of the capital’s 
most struggling neighbor¬ 
hoods to talk about the 
economy, not simply to 
divert attention from his 
troubled Affordable Care 
Act but to explain how 
that law, for all of its flaws, 
fits into his vision for Ameri¬ 
cans' economic security 
and upward mobility. It is 


tion of conservative Repub¬ 
licans in Congress. 

After weeks of being on 
the defensive because of 
problems related to the roll¬ 
out of the health care law, 
Obama's speech reflect¬ 
ed a renewed assertive¬ 
ness toward Republicans. 
If they do not like his ideas 
for meeting what he called 
"the defining challenge of 
our time, making sure our 
economy works for every 
working American," then, 
Obama told Republicans, 


sides of the technological 
change and global com¬ 
petition,” he said. But, he 
added, “We’ve also seen 
how government action 
time and again can make 
an enormous difference in 
increasing opportunity and 
bolstering ladders into the 
middle class." The address 
was intended to echo the 
one he delivered two years 
ago this month in Osawato- 
mie, Kan., where he hon¬ 
ored Roosevelt’s call there 
a century earlier for a “new 



President Barack Obama gives a thumbs up as speaks about the new health care law during 
a White House Youth Summit, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2013, in the South Court Auditorium in the 
Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House complex in Washington. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 


a vision of partnership be¬ 
tween government and 
citizens that Obama has 
described since he was a 
state senator in Illinois, and 
it draws on the legacies 
of three Republican presi¬ 
dents - Abraham Lincoln, 
Theodore Roosevelt and 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. Yet 
as president, he has only 
partly realized the policies 
reflecting that vision and 
has little chance to fulfill all 
of them, given the opposi¬ 


"You owe it to the Ameri¬ 
can people to tell us what 
you are for.” Even as the 
president acknowledged 
widespread cynicism that 
has been stoked by his ad¬ 
ministration’s mismanage¬ 
ment of Healthcare.gov, 
the new federal insurance 
website, he said repeatedly 
that government’s role was 
to give Americans a hand 
up, not a handout. “It’s true 
that government cannot 
prevent all of the down¬ 


nationalism” and defined 
the themes of his own re- 
election campaign. 

Arguing that his ideas have 
a historical pedigree in fed¬ 
eral investments like land- 
grant colleges, national 
parks. Depression-era pub¬ 
lic works projects, interstate 
highways and the Gl Bill, 
Obama pressed for initia¬ 
tives to promote manufac¬ 
turing, energy innovations, 
education, infrastructure 
projects and more.O 


Americans’ isolationism 
on the rise: New survey 

JENNIFER AGIESTA 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON - Most Americans say the nation’s in¬ 
fluence in world affairs is declining, disapprove of 
the way President Barack Obama is handling foreign 
policy and would prefer more emphasis on domestic 
affairs, according to a new survey from the Pew Re¬ 
search Center. 

The survey, conducted with the Council on Foreign 
Relations, finds just 17 percent of Americans think the 
country plays a more important and powerful role as 
a world leader today than it did 10 years ago, while 
53 percent say it’s less important and powerful now. 
That’s the first time in polling dating back to the 1970s 
that a majority has said the country’s influence is on 
the decline. 

Seven in 10 say the U.S. is less respected than in the 
past — nearly as high as in May 2008, when Obama’s 
campaign for president emphasized a foreign policy 
strategy aimed at rebuilding alliances damaged by 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Obama’s approval 
ratings for handling foreign policy have since gone 
negative, with 56 percent disapproving in the new sur¬ 
vey. Nevertheless, 68 percent of Americans still think 
the U.S. is the world’s leading military power, and 51 
percent say the country is doing too much to help 
solve world problems. The survey, conducted by tele¬ 
phone Oct. 30 through Nov. 6 among a random na¬ 
tional sample of 2,003 adults, was accompanied by a 
poll of 1,838 members of the Council on Foreign Rela¬ 
tions, a think tank focused on foreign policy. A plurality 
of council members who noted Americans’ skepticism 
over foreign involvement felt that was due directly to 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan or to a general war 
fatigue, while 28 percent cited the U.S. economy or 
the costs associated with international engagement. 
The poll's findings suggest that for the general public, 
however, economic concerns loom larger than Iraq or 
Afghanistan. When Americans are asked their priori¬ 
ties for foreign policy, 81 percent say protecting Ameri¬ 
cans’ jobs should be at the top, on par with protecting 
the country from terrorist attacks. Among members of 
the Council on Foreign Relations, just 29 percent called 
protecting domestic jobs a top goal for foreign policy. 
The finding that the public prefers an inward focus is 
consistent with Americans’ recent focus on domestic 
issues. The economy rose to the top of the public's pri¬ 
ority list in mid-2008 — ending several years of atten¬ 
tion to foreign affairs driven by terrorism and the Iraq 
war — and it remains the nation's most pressing prob¬ 
lem in the eyes of about half of Americans, according 
to GallupO 
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Survey: US companies add 215K jobs, most in year 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

private survey shows U.S. 
businesses last month add¬ 
ed the most jobs in a year, 
powered by big gains in 
manufacturing and con¬ 
struction. 

Payroll processor ADP said 
Wednesday that compa¬ 
nies and small businesses 
added 215,000 jobs in 
November. And ADP said 
private employers added 
184,000 jobs in October, 
much stronger than its ini¬ 


tial estimate of 130,000. 
The ADP numbers cover 
only private businesses 
and often diverge from 
the government's more 
comprehensive report. 
Last month, the Labor De¬ 
partment said private busi¬ 
nesses added 212,000 jobs 
in October. The Labor De¬ 
partment will report on No¬ 
vember job growth Friday. 
Still, the figure suggests 
that hiring remained 
healthy in November af¬ 
ter picking up in the prior 
three months. Manufac¬ 


turing and construction 
firms each added 18,000 
jobs. That was the biggest 
gain for manufacturers 
since early this year. 

Mark Zandi, chief econo¬ 
mist at Moody’s Analyt¬ 
ics, said the figures show 
that employers shook off 
the partial government 
shutdown in October and 
kept hiring, despite a drop 
in consumer confidence. 
Moody's helps compile 
the ADP data. 

“That's very encouraging 
as we make our way into 


next year," Zandi said. 
Other economists also 
said the hiring boost was a 
good sign, but noted that 
the ADP figures are not al¬ 
ways a reliable guide to 
the government’s figure. 
"Take this with a grain of 
salt, but if the direction is 
right, it is good news," said 
Jennifer Lee, an econo¬ 
mist at BMO Capital Mar¬ 
kets. Employers of all sizes 
added jobs, the report 
found. And services firms 
added 176,000 jobs, the 
most in a year. 


The government says pub¬ 
lic and private employers 
have added an average 
of 202,000 jobs a month 
from August through Oc¬ 
tober. That was up from an 
average of 146,000 from 
May through June. 

At the same time, growth 
picked up. The economy 
expanded at a 2.8 per¬ 
cent annual rate in the Ju- 
ly-September quarter. But 
analysts expect growth to 
slow in the current quar¬ 
ter to about a 2 percent 
rateO 


US Financial Front: 


America’s trade deficit drops to $40.6B in October 



In this October 2013 photo, container ships wait to be off 
loaded in a thick fog in Oakland, Calif. The government 
reported a dip in the U.S. trade deficit for October on 
Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2013. (AP Photo/Ben Margot) 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. trade deficit fell in Oc¬ 
tober, helped by Amer¬ 
ica's energy boom that 
lifted overall exports to an 
all-time high. 

The trade gap narrowed to 
$40.6 billion in October, the 
Commerce Department 
said Wednesday. That’s 
5.4 percent lower than the 
September gap of $43 bil¬ 
lion, which was higher than 
initially estimated. 

Exports rose 1.8 percent 
to a record $192.7 billion, 
buoyed by a 6 percent 
gain in petroleum exports. 
Imports rose 0.4 percent to 
$233.3 billion, the highest 
since March 2012. Oil im¬ 
ports rose 1.5 percent. 

The U.S. is benefiting from 
an energy revival, which 
has lessened its depen¬ 
dence on foreign oil. U.S. 
petroleum exports are up 
9.3 percent in the first 10 
months of this year com¬ 
pared with the same pe¬ 
riod in 2012. At the same 
time, petroleum imports 


are down 11.1 percent. 
The drop in oil imports has 
been helped by lower 
global prices. 

A smaller trade deficit can 
boost economic growth. It 
typically shows that Ameri¬ 
can companies are earn¬ 
ing more from sales over¬ 
seas while U.S. consumers 
are buying fewer products 
from their foreign competi¬ 
tors. 

Through October, the defi¬ 
cit is running 10.6 percent 
below last year's pace. 
The deficit is smaller be¬ 
cause exports have risen 
2.7 percent while imports 
are basically running at the 
same pace as last year. 
The overall economy grew 
at an annual rate of 2.8 
percent in the July-Sep- 
tember quarter. That figure 
will be revised on Thursday 
and many analysts believe 
growth will be boosted to a 
3.1 percent rate. 

However, much of the 
third-quarter strength 
came from a buildup in 
business stockpiles. Busi¬ 
nesses are expected to 


have slowed inventory 
building in the final three 
months of the year. For that 
reason, many economists 
believe overall economic 
growth has decelerated to 
a 2 percent annual rate. 
But some economists said 
the smaller trade deficit 
in October could mean 
overall economic growth 
will be a bit stronger than 
expected. Paul Ashworth, 
chief U.S. economist at 
Capital Economics, said 
growth in the October-De- 
cember quarter could be 


a little higher than 2 per¬ 
cent, based on the Octo¬ 
ber trade improvement. 
The rise in exports in Oc¬ 
tober came after three 
months of declines. Ana¬ 
lysts believe exports will 
keep growing, reflecting 
modest recoveries in Eu¬ 
rope, Japan and China. 
Stronger global growth has 
helped drive more activity 
at U.S. factories. 

A closely watched survey 
of U.S. manufacturing ac¬ 
tivity rose in November 
to the highest level in 2 1 k 


years. And the Institute for 
Supply Management's 
survey showed growth in 
exports increased at the 
fastest pace in nearly two 
years. 

In October, U.S. exports to 
the European Union rose 
1.5 percent. The U.S. trade 
deficit with the European 
Union hit a monthly record 
of $14.3 billion in October, 
reflecting a 21.5 percent 
jump in exports. 

America's deficit with 
China narrowed slightly in 
October to $28.9 billion.Q 
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Hezbollah leader assassinated outside home near Beirut 


ANNE BARNARD 
BEN HUBBARD 
© 2013 New York Times 

BEIRUT - A military leader 
of Lebanon's militant He¬ 
zbollah movement was 


CAIRO (AP) — A top Egyp¬ 
tian security official vowed 
Wednesday that authori¬ 
ties would deal “firmly” with 
any attempt to disrupt an 
upcoming referendum on 
the constitution, a warning 
directed at followers of the 
ousted Islamist president 
who have been staging 
regular protests since his 
overthrow. 

The interim government 
installed after Moham¬ 
med Morsi’s ouster has de¬ 
scribed the referendum, 
scheduled to be held with¬ 
in a month, as a milestone 
on what it says is a road¬ 
map to democracy. 

It hopes to boost its legiti¬ 
macy through public ap- 


assassinated in front of his 
home south of Beirut, Hez¬ 
bollah said in a statement 
on Wednesday. 

The killing, which came 
shortly after Hezbollah's 


proval of the amendments 
that two secular-leaning 
panels spent three months 
making to the 2012 Islamist- 
influenced constitution ad¬ 
opted under Morsi and sus¬ 
pended after his ouster. 
“Any attempt to disrupt the 
referendum on the consti¬ 
tution will be faced with 
firmness and decisiveness 
according to the law,” said 
Chief of General Security 
Gen. Sayyed Shafiq in re¬ 
marks carried by Egypt's 
official news agency. “We 
will not permit disruption of 
the democratic transfor¬ 
mation.” 

Morsi’s supporters de¬ 
nounced the vote as a 
“rubber stamp” for the 


leader, Hasson Nasral- 
lah, accused Saudi Ara¬ 
bia of responsibility for last 
month's deadly bombing 
at the Iranian Embassy in 
Beirut, fueled fears of an 


political order set up by 
the coup, which followed 
demonstrations by millions 
calling for the Islamist lead¬ 
er to step down. 

In a statement, the Muslim 
Brotherhood’s led alliance 
urged its supporters to “be 
inventive and creative in 
laying siege to the coup 
and its absurd repressive 
actions, until it perishes 
completely." It's not clear 
yet whether they will call 
for boycott, or rally voters 
to cast “No” ballots. 

The 247-article constitu¬ 
tion removed key articles 
that liberals feared would 
broaden the role of Islamic 
Shariah in legislation. 

It gives the military the 


escalation of tit-for-tat vio¬ 
lence inside Lebanon relat¬ 
ed to the conflict in neigh¬ 
boring Syria. 

But questions continued 
to swirl about how, why 
and by whom the military 
leader, Hassane Laqees, 
was targeted. Lebanese 
news reports said that he 
was gunned down in a 
parking lot near an apart¬ 
ment where he stayed or 
worked, which is near but 
not inside the security zone 
that Hezbollah maintains 
around its headquarters in 
southern Beirut. 

Hezbollah did not say how 
he was killed but accused 
“the Israeli enemy” of tar¬ 
geting him and said Israel 
would have to “bear all 
the responsibility and rami¬ 
fications of this vile crime." 
Israeli officials denied in¬ 
volvement. 

At the same time, memo¬ 
rial images circulated on 
social media showing him 
against a backdrop of the 
Sayida Zeinab shrine near 
Damascus, in Syria, fram¬ 
ing his death as part of 
the conflict there. And a 
previously unknown group 


eight-year right to choose 
its army chief and defense 
minister — proponents say 
this is needed to protect 
the military from manipu¬ 
lation by political parties, 
while opponents say it 
makes the army unac¬ 
countable. 

Billboards have gone up 
on overpasses and high¬ 
ways calling on Egypt’s 
estimated 50 million voters 
to vote “Yes." TV and radio 
have dedicated much of 
their airtime to explain the 
amendments, highlighting 
new articles that enable 
women to become judg¬ 
es, criminalize torture, and 
declare freedom of belief 
as “absolute.”□ 


calling itself the Free Sun¬ 
nis of Baalbek, a town in 
the Bekaa Valley where 
Hezbollah support is strong, 
claimed responsibility for 
the killing. 

Hezbollah, a Shiite organi¬ 
zation and close ally of Iran 
and of Syria’s government, 
has sent fighters to defend 
the shrine and to aid Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Assad's forces 
in other key battles, a deci¬ 
sion that has enraged He¬ 
zbollah’s Sunni rivals, who 
back the Syrian rebels. 
Israeli officials said that 
they believed Laqees was 
targeted by radical Sun¬ 
nis in Lebanon as part of 
sectarian tensions over the 
war in Syria. 

Hezbollah, in keeping with 
the deep secrecy surround¬ 
ing its military structure and 
operations, did not specify 
what role Laqees played 
in the organization or how 
senior he was. But Mat¬ 
thew Levitt, the author of 
“Hezbollah: The Global 
Footprint of Lebanon’s 
Party of God,” said that in 
the late 1990s Laqees had 
been a “very, very senior” 
figure, in charge of procur¬ 
ing supplies for Hezbollah 
from Canada, including 
computers and night-vision 
goggles. According to in¬ 
formation gathered by the 
FBI and other agencies 
during an investigation of 
cigarette smuggling by He¬ 
zbollah in Charlotte, N.C., 
Laqees was in close touch 
with Imad Mughniyeh, a 
Hezbollah commander 
later assassinated by Israel. 
But since then, he had 
largely dropped from view, 
in part because of his ex¬ 
posure in that case, Levitt 
said. 

Analysts said that Laqees 
could have been a high- 
level target of opportunity 
for Sunni militants in Leba¬ 
non or could have been 
targeted for possible in¬ 
volvement in Syria.Q 



Yellow tape seals off the scene where Hassan al-Laqis, a senior commander for the Lebanese 
militant group Hezbollah, was gunned down outside his home, some two miles (three kilometers) 
southwest of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2013. In a statement, Hezbollah announced 
the death of al-Laqis and described him as one of the founding members of the group, 
suggesting he was a high-level commander close to the Shiite party's leadership. Hezbollah 
blamed Israel for the killing, something officials there quickly denied. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla) 

Egypt official warns against disrupting vote 
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Ukrainian protesters block central bank in Kiev 



Protesters rest in the Mayor's office, which they have occupied since Sunday, in Kiev, Ukraine, 
Dec. 4, 2013. As protesters continued their siege of government buildings and occupation of a 
landmark plaza in this rattled capital. President Viktor F. Yanukovich survived a no-confidence 
vote. 

(Sergey Ponomarev/The New York Times) 


DAVID M. HERSZENHORN 
ANDREW E. KRAMER 
© 2013 New York Times 

KIEV, Ukraine - The dem¬ 
onstrators who have laid 
siege to public buildings in 
this rattled capital expand¬ 
ed their protest overnight, 
blockading the central 
bank on Wednesday and 
setting up tents and light¬ 
ing bonfires on the sidewalk 
outside. 

Protest leaders had vowed 
to surround additional gov¬ 
ernment buildings after the 
Ukrainian Parliament on 
Tuesday defeated a mea¬ 
sure calling for the resigna¬ 
tion of Prime Minister Myko- 
la Azarov and his govern¬ 
ment. 

The failure of the no-con- 
fidence vote pushed the 
battle for the future of 
Ukraine back onto the 
streets, where protests be¬ 
gan over the weekend. 
Demonstrators allied with 
opposition leaders say 
they will not relent until 
they have succeeded in 
removing the government, 
including President Viktor F. 
Yanukovych. 

But the protesters' over¬ 


night goal of blockading 
the building of the presi¬ 
dential administration had 
not been accomplished by 
Wednesday morning. They 
did advance their sphere 
of control about 500 yards 
up a side street leading to 
Independence Square, 
which they have occu¬ 
pied, and erected a bar¬ 
ricade near one entrance 
to the administration build¬ 
ing. 

There, on a cold, overcast 
morning, a crowd waved 
flags and looked across 
around 100 yards of empty 
pavement at a dense line 
of riot police guarding the 
administration building. 

The central bank seemed 
unprotected on the out¬ 
side on Wednesday. 

Smoke from wood fires 
in drums drifted over the 
light blue neo-classical 
style building, while men in 
jackets and stocking caps 
stood in front of the main 
doors. 

Asked if the bank was 
open, one replied, “No, 
they're redoing the books.” 
Another added, “They've 
gone to Bermuda to be 


with their money.” 

While it remains unclear 
how long the protest lead¬ 
ers can maintain enthu¬ 
siasm as winter deepens, 
and their main goal of 
compelling Yanukovych 
to resign appears largely 
unrealistic, the momentum 
seems to be on their side 


for now. 

Since the start of demon¬ 
strations on Nov. 22, many 
protesters, especially stu¬ 
dents, have been skeptical 
that elected officials would 
answer their demands, 
which were a response to 
Yanukovych's decision not 
to sign far-reaching politi¬ 


cal and trade agreements 
with the European Union 
that had been in the works 
for years. 

A smaller counterprotest by 
supporters of Yanukovych 
appeared in a park near 
Independence Square on 
Wednesday but drew far 
fewer peopleO 


Iran’s top diplomat reaches out to Gulf states 


ADAM SCHRECK 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — With the ink 
barely dry on a nuclear 
deal that paves the way for 
warmer relations with the 
West, Iran’s new leadership 
is making a push to patch 
up tensions with U.S. allies 
closer to home too. 
Tehran’s top diplomat ar¬ 
rived in the United Arab 
Emirates on Wednesday 
for talks with the nation’s 
leader that touched on 
last month’s nuclear pact, 
as well as regional secu¬ 
rity and bilateral relations. 


It was the sort of courtesy 
call Iranian Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif 
is growing accustomed to 
making. 

Since the start of the week, 
the diplomat has visited 
four of the six nations of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council, 
or GCC, who have long 
been wary of Shiite power¬ 
house Iran. 

Only Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain have been left out 
of his Gulf tour so far, but 
they are significant omis¬ 
sions — Saudi Arabia is the 
region’s powerhouse, while 
Sunni-ruled Bahrain faces a 


three-year-old uprising by 
majority Shiites. 

The interim deal reached in 
Geneva last month over its 
nuclear ambitions gives the 
Islamic Republic’s new gov¬ 
ernment, led by moderate 
President Hassan Rouhani, 
an opening to reset its re¬ 
lationship with at least most 
of the Gulf states. 

Under the pact, Iran 
agreed to freeze parts of 
its nuclear program for six 
months in exchange for 
some relief from Western 
sanctions that are hobbling 
its economy. 

“Iran is taking advantage 


of the interim agreement to 
make inroads into the GCC 
to resolve outstanding is¬ 
sues and each GCC state, 
excluding Saudi Arabia,” 
said Theodore Karasik, a 
security and political affairs 
analyst at the Dubai-based 
Institute for Near East and 
Gulf Military Analysis. 

Iran has expressed an inter¬ 
est in working more closely 
with Saudi Arabia too, but 
there are few signs that the 
kingdom's rulers are in a 
mood to talk for now. It, like 
Israel, remains deeply suspi¬ 
cious of Iran’s intentions. 
The kingdom sees a stron¬ 


ger Iran as a threat to its 
own influence in the re¬ 
gion, and it and other Sun¬ 
ni-ruled Gulf nations are im¬ 
portant backers of the Syr¬ 
ian rebels fighting to topple 
the Iran-allied government 
of Bashar Assad in Syria. Ri¬ 
yadh also has accused Iran 
of backing Shiite uprisings 
in neighboring Yemen and 
Bahrain. 

That has not stopped Teh¬ 
ran from trying to make in¬ 
roads with Saudi Arabia's 
smaller Gulf neighbors. 
Zarif’s meeting with the Emi- 
rati president. Sheik Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan.Q 
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EU imposes 1.7 billion Euros in 
fines over rate-rigging scandal 

CHAD BRAY 

JACK EWING 

© 2013 New York Times 

The European Union has fined a group of global 
financial institutions, including for the first time two U.S. 
banks, a combined 1.7 billion euros to settle charges 
they colluded to fix two benchmark interest rates. 

The settlement, worth about $2.3 billion and announced 
by EU antitrust officials on Wednesday, relates to 
actions by traders at some of the world's largest 
banks, including Citigroup, Royal Bank of Scotland 
and Deutsche Bank. The banks were accused of fixing 
rates for the London interbank offered rate, or Libor, as 
it relates to the Japanese yen and the euro interbank 
offered rate, or Euribor. 

The commission is determined to fight these cartels 
in the financial sector,” Joaquin Almunia, the EU’s 
competition commissioner, said at a news conference 
in Brussels. 

The penalties come after five financial institutions, 
including Barclays, RBS and UBS, previously admitted 
wrongdoing and agreed to pay more than $3 billion 
combined to regulators in the United States, Britain 
and Switzerland over collusion to fix the Libor rate. 

EU antitrust authorities were not part of those previous 
settlements and conducted their own investigation. 
The agreement marks the first time that two U.S. 
institutions, Citigroup and JPMorgan Chase, will pay 

penalties in the rate-fixing 
investigations. 

Barclays and UBS, which 
alerted EU officials to the 
improper practices, will 
avoid fines as part of the 
settlement. Citigroup, 
which will pay a total of 
70 million euros in fines, 
avoided an additional 
55 million euro penalty by 
cooperating with investigators. 

The banks that agreed to settle received a 10 percent 
reduction in the total amount of fines they could have 
faced, EU officials said. 

“Those who have settled today have recognized their 
wrongdoing," Almunia said. “Those who have not 
settled are not ignorant to what we know. It's up to 
them to decide what to do." 

The penalty exceeds a 1.47 billion euro fine levied 
last year against seven companies for collusion in the 
manufacturing of cathode-ray tubes for computer 
monitors and televisions. 

Four banks settled charges related to fixing rates tied 
to Euribor: Barclays, Deutsche Bank, RBS and Societe 
Generale. The improper activity took place from 
September 2005 to May 2008, officials said. 

Almunia said that the antitrust regulators had opened 
investigations of HSBC, JPMorgan and Credit Agricole 
related to Euribor. 

The banks that reached settlements related to yen 
Libor are UBS, RBS, Deutsche Bank, JPMorgan and 
Citigroup. The British broker RP Martin Holdings also 
agreed to a fine over yen Libor. The improper activity 
took place from 2007 to 2010, officials said. 

The EU has also opened an investigation regarding 
yen Libor against the British financial firm ICAP, which 
has already agreed to pay British and U.S. authorities 
$87 million related to the Libor rate fixing. 

To set the Libor and Euribor rates, banks submit the 
rates at which they would be prepared to lend money 
to each other, on an unsecured basis, in various 
currencies and varying maturities.O 



NATO chief: 

Not just Karzai can sign Afghan pact 


JAMEY KEATEN 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — NATO’s 
chief said Wednesday 
that President Hamid Kar¬ 
zai isn’t the only Afghan 
government official who 
can sign a security pact 
so that thousands of co¬ 
alition troops can stay in 
Afghanistan after 2014. 
But an Afghan diplomat 
insisted Karzai will have fi¬ 
nal say anyway. Karzai has 
balked at signing the bi¬ 
lateral security agreement 


with the United States. The 
deal would allow NATO to 
follow suit for plans for a far 
smaller assistance mission 
set to replace its longtime 
combat role after the end 
of next year. The nearly 12- 
year mission in Afghanistan 
following the U.S.-led war 
that toppled the Taliban 
regime is the biggest ever 
for the alliance. Karzai’s 
refusal loomed large at a 
two-day meeting of alli¬ 


ance foreign ministers that 
ended Wednesday. NATO 
chiefs say they need time 
to plan for the new mis¬ 
sion, and need clear rules 
before then — in part to 
help unlock more than $8 
billion in annual interna¬ 
tional military and devel¬ 
opment aid planned for 
Afghanistan after 2014. In 
a sign that alliance lead¬ 
ers might be looking for a 
way to circumvent Karzai, 
NATO Secretary-General 
Anders Fogh Rasmussen 


told reporters after a meet¬ 
ing with two top Afghan 
envoys at NATO’s Brussels 
headquarters that “every¬ 
one who is authorized to 
represent respective gov¬ 
ernments would be able to 
sign such an agreement.” 
He did not elaborate. 

A day earlier, U.S. Secretary 
of State John Kerry sug¬ 
gested that Karzai’s “minis¬ 
ter of defense can sign it, 
the government can sign 


it. Somebody can accept 
responsibility for this.” 

U.S. officials tempered that 
comment Wednesday, 
saying that the defense 
minister could sign the bi¬ 
lateral agreement — but 
only if Karzai delegated 
such authority. The offi¬ 
cials, who spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
they were not authorized 
to brief reporters by name, 
added that this was not 
a diplomatic avenue the 
United States was now pur¬ 
suing or encouraging. 
Karzai’s refusal comes de¬ 
spite strong support from 
a key Afghan national as¬ 
sembly. He is deferring a 
decision to his successor 
after elections in April. 
Janan Mosazai, a spokes¬ 
man for the Afghan For¬ 
eign Ministry, told report¬ 
ers that his government 
supported the agreement 
and would sign it “in good 
time." But it also wanted 
two assurances — that a 
“meaningful” peace pro¬ 
cess that includes the Tal¬ 
iban must begin in Afghan¬ 
istan, and U.S. and NATO 
forces must stop military 
operations against Afghan 
homes “because that’s not 
where the terrorists are.” 

In any case, “it’s up to the 
president of Afghanistan 
to determine whether the 
bilateral security agree¬ 
ment will be signed at the 
presidential level or at a 
different level between the 
two governments," Mo¬ 
sazai said. Under Afghan 
law, any agreement must 
be signed twice — once to 
get it to parliament and, if 
approved, then by Karzai 
alone in his capacity as 
presidentO 



US Secretary of State John Kerry, right, US Ambassador to 
NATO Douglas Lute, second from the right, stop to speak with 
Afghanistan acting Foreign Minister Zara A. Osmani, center, 
and other members of the Afghan delegation during the start 
of the Internal Security Assistance Force (ISAF) meeting at 
NATO headquarters in Brussels, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, Pool) 


France: 

New prostitution law passes house 


PARIS (AP) — A bill that 
would decriminalize pros¬ 
titutes and fine their cus¬ 
tomers passed France's 
lower house of parliament 
on Wednesday by a wide 
margin. 

The French parliament 
voted 268-138 to pass the 
bill, which now goes to the 
senate. 

In an attempt to fight hu¬ 
man trafficking networks, 
the proposed law would 


introduce a 1,500-euro 
(about $2,000) fine for cus¬ 
tomers and decriminalize 
the estimated 40,000 pros¬ 
titutes in France. The bill 
scraps a 2003 law that bans 
soliciting on the streets, 
and would make it easier 
for foreign prostitutes to 
remain legally in France if 
they enter a program to 
get out of prostitution. 
Prostitution is legal in 
France but soliciting, pimp¬ 


ing and the sale of sex by 
minors is prohibited. 

The bill is expected to face 
more opposition in the sen¬ 
ate. Protesters, including 
prostitutes in masks, have 
demonstrated in front of 
the parliament building in 
recent weeks. 

President Francois Hol- 
lande’s Socialist govern¬ 
ment strongly backs the 
bill. A final vote could be 
several months away.Q 
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Looting ends as Argentine police strike resolved 


MICHAEL WARREN 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — A sit-in by police 
seeking pay raises in Ar¬ 
gentina's second-largest 


city prompted hours of 
looting, robberies, injuries 
and vigilante mobs trying 
to protect their neighbor¬ 
hoods before the provin¬ 
cial government agreed 


to the officers' demands 
and peace returned to the 
streets Wednesday. Three 
deaths were reported 
amid the violence in Cor¬ 
doba and a copycat effort 
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Police officers walk between makeshift barricades set up outside a supermarket to dissuade 
looters, in Cordoba, Argentina, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2013. (AP Photo/Mario Sar) 


Millions of New Delhi residents vote in city polls 


NIRMALA GEORGE 
Associated Press 
NEW DELHI (AP) — Millions 
of residents of India’s capi¬ 
tal lined up Wednesday 
to cast their ballots in city 
polls that are expected 
to serve as an indication 
of how Indians will vote in 
next year's national elec¬ 
tions. 

The incumbent Congress 
party’s top elected official, 
Chief Minister Sheila Dik- 
shit, was seeking a fourth 
consecutive term in the 
70-member Delhi Assem¬ 
bly. Opposing her were the 
main opposition Bharatiya 
Janata Party and the fledg¬ 
ling Aam Aadmi Party, or 
Common Man’s Party. 
Security was tight, with 


65,000 police officers and 
additional paramilitary 
troops on duty to prevent 
any outbreak of violence 
at the more than 11,000 
polling stations across the 
capital. 

Nearly 12 million residents 
were expected to vote to 
select the assembly, in a 
poll that analysts say is ex¬ 
pected to show a trend for 
the three parties heading 
into next year’s national 
elections in the world’s big¬ 
gest democracy. 

The 9-month-old AAP, led 
by Arvind Kejriwal, a for¬ 
mer tax official turned anti¬ 
corruption crusader, was 
threatening to play spoiler 
by weaning voters away 
from the two main parties. 


In recent weeks, an army 
of AAP volunteers has 
trudged through the alleys 
of the city’s poorest neigh¬ 
borhoods to try to tap a 
deep vein of dissatisfaction 
that has gripped New Delhi 
residents, particularly over 
corruption and a soaring 
cost of living. 

The BJP’s campaign high¬ 
lighted runaway inflation, 
increasing crimes against 
women and shortages of 
power and water in the city 
of nearly 17 million people. 
“It is time for the Congress 
to quit,” said Harsh Vard- 
han, the BJP’s candidate 
for the chief minister's post. 
He appeared to voice 
some concern of a possi¬ 
ble spoiler role for the AAP, 


to loot a store outside the 
nation’s capital. 

The accord brings steep 
pay hikes for Cordoba po¬ 
lice. Gov. Jose Manuel de 
la Sofa said they will now 
be the best-paid in the 
nation. But the violence 
suggests how easily social 
conflicts can erupt in Ar¬ 
gentina, where most cities 
are surrounded by slums 
known as “misery villages,” 
and street protests by ac¬ 
tivists demanding more 
handouts to keep up with 
inflation are a daily fact of 
life. De la Sofa, a political 
rival of President Cristina 
Fernandez who says she 
starves Cordoba of federal 
support, said her adminis¬ 
tration could have easily 
prevented the violence by 
sending national police in 
earlier. “It's like we have 
to burn our national iden¬ 
tity document because 
there are some who don’t 
consider us part of the Ar¬ 
gentine Republic,” de la 


saying a vote for Kejriwal 
would be “a wasted vote.” 
Dikshit stressed her party’s 
development agenda 
over the past 15 years, 
citing the city’s popular 
subway system, numer¬ 
ous overpasses and envi¬ 
ronmental efforts among 
the achievements of her 


Sofa complained in a fiery 
speech Wednesday after 
resolving the strike. 

The president's Cabinet 
chief, Jorge Capitanich, 
denied this and accused 
de la Sofa of trying to shift 
the blame for a problem 
that was entirely his respon¬ 
sibility. Still, 2,000 border 
police were dispatched to 
Cordoba by Wednesday 
afternoon to help restore 
order. 

The violence began Tues¬ 
day evening after po¬ 
lice abandoned their 
posts while the governor 
was traveling outside Ar¬ 
gentina, and continued 
through the night, with 
storefronts shattered, mobs 
stealing merchandise, rob¬ 
bers attacking people in 
the streets and vigilantes 
arming themselves to pro¬ 
tect their homes. Banks 
and schools were closed 
and people huddled in¬ 
side Wednesday as more 
supermarkets and a mo¬ 
bile television van record¬ 
ing the violence were at¬ 
tacked, even as officers 
and provincial authorities 
negotiated the deal. 
Hospital authorities re¬ 
ported two deaths: a 
young motorcyclist was 
shot in the chest and an 
85-year-old man collapsed 
while his home was be¬ 
ing robbed, according to 
Cordoba's Voz del Interior 


tenure. □ newspaper. □ 

BENLO CIGARS 

impart *(■ impart ' Jl f ship aii over the wnrtd ■ TvLl$86355$ 
Located in rte Amrn Garden, jre*f fa Salt £ Pipper, 
_ Pj|MrMJr Jntf ftngO FteifJLVjrtJ. _ 

Wi ure spi’viatizcti in premium Cuhan dgarx h 
Qpettittg htitirs: \Urii. - SatXlJOattt - IilOQpttt 
Sunday - 11:00pm 

De pend Iny on purchase.* & have dltcoun is sLarl iny Iroin $*■. uji to 2 DA. 
_Witfi mrfliaso ni Sifl armors! free cigar_ 


firing titis ampon for ymirfrt'i.' Cuhaa Cigar I 































THURSDAY 5 DECEMBER 


EWORLD NEWS 


IKEA in Spain swamped by job demands 


MADRID (AP) — An IKEA 
store in Spain says it has re¬ 
ceived 20,000 applications 
for just 400 jobs, an unprec¬ 
edented rush that crashed 
its computer servers and 
illustrated the desperation 
the country’s 6 million un¬ 
employed people face. 
Company spokesman 
Rodrigo Sanchez said 
Wednesday the online ap¬ 
plications received since 
Monday were for jobs as 
store workers in a shop to 
be opened next year out¬ 
side the eastern city of Va¬ 
lencia. He said the most 
applications the company 
had received before in 
Spain were 50,000 in south¬ 
ern Jerez, but that was 
over a period of a month. 
Official figures show Spain 
may be beginning to 
emerge from a more than 
two-year recession but the 
government admits it will 
take years to bring down 
the 26 percent unemploy¬ 
ment rate. □ 



Unemployed people queue outside a government unemployment office in Madrid, Spain. An 
IKEA shop in Spain says Wednesday Dec. 4, 2013 it has received 20,000 applications for just 400 
jobs, in a store to be opened next year outside the eastern city of Valencia. 

(AP Photo/Paul White) 


Eurozone retail sales drop as recovery falters 


PAN PYLAS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Further 
signs emerged Wednes¬ 
day to show that the pal¬ 
try economic recovery in 
the 17-country eurozone 
is losing steam. Despite 
evidence that growth 
was weak even in the 
last quarter of the year, 
few economists think it 
will prompt the European 
Central Bank to provide 
stimulus at Thursday's 
policy meeting. Last 
month, the ECB cut its 
benchmark interest rate 
to a record low of 0.25 
percent. Figures from 
Eurostat, the EU's statis¬ 
tics office, showed retail 
sales across the region 
fell a monthly 0.2 percent 
in October. That followed 
a 0.6 percent decline 
in September and con¬ 
founded expectations in 
the markets for a modest 
increase. Meanwhile, fi¬ 
nancial information com¬ 
pany Markit confirmed its 
purchasing managers' 
index — a gauge of busi¬ 
ness activity — fell in No¬ 
vember. Though the in¬ 
dex was revised up from 
the initial estimate of 51.5 


to 51.7, it was down on 
October’s 51.9. 

Chris Williamson, Markit's 
chief economist, said the 
decline confirms that the 
recovery “lost some mo¬ 
mentum” in November. 


For an economy that 
grew by a quarterly rate 
of 0.1 percent in the third 
quarter, that’s hardly en¬ 
couraging. 

“While we shouldn’t lose 
sight of the fact that the 
region is growing again, 
in marked contrast to 
the decline seen earlier 
in the year, it's clearly a 
concern that the rate 


of growth remains so 
fragile,” said Williamson. 
What is particularly worri¬ 
some is the fact that the 
Markit data show that the 
eurozone’s second and 
third largest economies. 


France and Italy, may be 
contracting further. 
“Declines in the PMIs for 
Italy and France raise 
the prospect of these 
countries’ economies 
contracting again in the 
fourth quarter, mean¬ 
ing Italy’s recession will 
have extended into a 
staggering tenth succes¬ 
sive quarter and France 


will have slid back into a 
new recession,” said Wil¬ 
liamson. Luckily for the 
eurozone as a whole, its 
powerhouse economy, 
Germany, is growing 
strongly — its PMI reading 
of 55.4 was a 29-month 
high. Spain was the oth¬ 
er bright spot as the eu¬ 
rozone’s fourth-largest 
economy continues to 
exhibit signs of life in the 
face of its debt problems 
and a sky-high unem¬ 
ployment rate of around 
26 percent. 

The economic backdrop 
is likely to feature heavily 
when Mario Draghi, the 
ECB’s president, holds 
his monthly press confer¬ 
ence following Thursday’s 
meeting of the govern¬ 
ing council. Though the 
central bank is expect¬ 
ed to maintain a dovish 
tone, most economists 
think it will keep its policy 
unchanged at least until 
early next year. Further 
measures that it may 
consider include making 
banks pay to keep funds 
on deposit at the central 
bank in the hope that it 
may encourage them to 
lend. □ 



Shoppers walk by a Christmas market on the Avenue des 
Champs Elysees in Paris as Christmas decorations light up the 
avenue in Paris. Further signs emerged Wednesday to show 
that the paltry economic recovery in the 17-country eurozone 
is losing steam. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena) 



In Japan, GM 
has high hopes, 
finds low sales 

YURI KAGEYAMA 
AP Business Writer 
TOKYO (AP) — General 
Motors says it's in Japan for 
the long haul despite sales 
of Cadillac and Chevrolet 
models barely surpassing 
1,000 vehicles a year. 

There has never been 
much appetite in Japan 
for left-hand drive gas guz¬ 
zling U.S. autos, and there 
are many informal barri¬ 
ers to foreign automakers 
making it here. 

But GM executives see a 
glimmer of hope in the fact 
sales of its luxury name¬ 
plates have doubled in the 
past three years. 

The automaker is trying to 
lure Japanese buyers with 
the new Cadillac CTS and 
Chevrolet Corvette, which 
it says boast better quality 
and mileage. 

GM Japan Managing 
Director Sumito Ishii de¬ 
clined to give a sales tar¬ 
get Wednesday, but said 
part of the Detroit auto¬ 
maker’s sales strategy is to 
approach buyers who may 
not have preconceptions 
about GM. 

General Motors Co. has 
also begun to offer models 
with the steering wheel on 
the right, which is standard 
in Japan. 

“We have just begun our 
fight,” Ishii told reporters 
at the Foreign Correspon¬ 
dents Club in Tokyo. “We 
offer attractive qualities 
that you can't find in Japa¬ 
nese and European cars.” 
Ishii and Gregg Sedewifz, 
director of sales and mar¬ 
keting, said the cars repre¬ 
sent American luxury and 
are synonymous with risk 
taking, coolness and Hol¬ 
lywood celebrities. 

The Cadillac CTS comes 
packed with the latest 
technology, such as a 
lightweight structure and 
a direct injection turbo en¬ 
gine, and sells for 5.99 mil¬ 
lion yen ($59,900) and 6.99 
million yen ($69,900). 

The Corvette, which rang¬ 
es from 9.29 million yen 
($92,900) to 11.59 million 
yen ($115,900) including 
the convertible models, 
is the greenest Corvette 
ever, delivering 12.3 kilo¬ 
meters per literO 














Sinterklaas visits La Cabana Beach Resort & Casino 



EAGLE BEACH - The holy 
man from Spain arrived at 
La Cabana's conference 
room, with his log-book and 
his helpers, the Black Piets, 
prepared to celebrate the 
Feast of Sinterklaas, or St. 
Nicholas, an annual event 
which is uniquely Dutch, 
observed all over the Neth¬ 
erlands and the Dutch is¬ 
lands, for many centuries. 
More than seventy chil¬ 
dren of associates working 
for the resort were waiting 
anxiously for the holy man's 
arrival, and for the gifts he 
brings, surprises bought in 
advance and left at the 
resort with the elves of the 
Department of Activities -- 
the diligent folks who orga¬ 
nized the party. 

St. Nicholas Day is Decem¬ 
ber 6th, and it is observed 
in most Roman Catholic 
countries as a celebration 
for small children. In Aruba 
the eve of that day, De¬ 
cember 5th, is celebrated 
by young and old without 
any religious overtones. 
Sinterklaas is always 
portrayed as a bishop. 



which he was in the 3rd 
century AD. He is depicted 
arriving by boat on the is¬ 
land, carrying gifts and a 
log book which tells him 
who was good and who 
did not listen. And while 
he is considered a saint 
within the church, the 
Dutch always think about 


him as a kind, over-dressed 
old man, whose birthday 
is looked forward to as an 
excuse to exchange gifts 
and make good-natured 
fun of individuals allegedly 
naughty this year. Pictured 
here the saint's meeting 
with the associate children, 
delivering fun gifts. □ 
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Terry and Julie Dier honored by ATA! 



PALM BEACH - Recently the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure of honoring a very nice 
couple whom are loyal and friendly Visitors of Aruba, 
as Distinguished Visitors , at the Playa Linda Beach 
Resort. The symbolic honorary title is presented in the 
name of the Minister of Tourism as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to guests who visit Aruba for 10-to-19 con¬ 
secutive years. 

The honorees were Mr. Terry and Mrs. Julie Dier. Terry 
fell in love with Aruba since the first time he visit the 
Island for work, and began bringing the whole fam¬ 
ily to Aruba the Dier family loves the Playa Linda, the 
climate, beaches, restaurants, and Aruba feels like 
a second home and the people are like a family to 
them. The certificates were presented by Mr. Ernest 
Giel representing the Aruba Tourism Authority to¬ 
gether with Ms. Yvette Tromp representing the Playa 
Linda Beach Resort. □ 




Angelee Hughes is promoted 
within the Salamander Group 
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PALM BEACH - The Sala¬ 
mander Group is proud 
to announce that Ange¬ 
lee Hughes has been pro¬ 
moted to supervisor at T.H. 
Palm & Company, one of 
the Salamander Group’s 
prestigious stores, located 
at Playa Linda Beach Re¬ 
sort. 

Angelee Hughes started 
working with the Salaman¬ 
der Group on October 4th, 
2010. As it so happened, 
the sales manager was un¬ 
available on her second 
day of training, so she was 
asked to join the associates 
at T.H. Palm & Company, 
for the day. 

A day turned into a year, 
at the end of which she be¬ 
came a buddy-trainer and 
was transferred to the Co¬ 
conut Trading Co, another 
prestigious Salamander 
Group store at the South 
Beach Centre, for about 
two months. But T.H. Palm 
& Company continued to 
tug at her heart strings, and 
she returned to her favor¬ 
ite store its leader. Having 
grown into the position. 


Angelee achieved the pro¬ 
motion to supervisor at T.H. 
Palm & Company. 

Angelee states that the Sal¬ 
amander Group has given 
her the opportunity to not 
only grow professionally 
but to also meet new peo¬ 
ple from around the world 
and make new friends. The 
Salamander group offered 
her the chance, she says, 
to make a Sales Associate 
position into a career in 
sales, which she loves and 
appreciates. 

The Salamander Group 
Managing Director, Jodi 
Tobman, says that Angelee 
adds something special to 
the client’s shopping expe¬ 
rience at T.H. Palm Compa¬ 
ny, as they refer to her as a 
ray of sunshine and come 
back again and again, so 
that she could assist them, 
in picking the perfect gift. 
The Salamander Group is 
excited to see Angelee join 
the leadership team of the 
company, and take on this 
new challenge in her ca¬ 
reer, sending the best of 
luck her wayO 
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Caribbean Palm Village Resort Celebrates Thanksgiving 



NOORD - A most original 
Thanksgiving celebration 
took place at Caribbean 
Palm Village Resort just re¬ 
cently when activities co¬ 
ordinator Farley Croes or¬ 
chestrated a Trivial Pursuit 
Contest during the manag¬ 
er’s cocktail party testing 
guests' knowledge of the 
holiday and its origins. 
Guests learned a lot and 
laughed a lot, as Farley 


conducted his quiz with 
questions such as: What is 
the name of the Wampa- 
noag Indian Chief who first 
celebrated Thanksgiving 
with the colonialists? Mas- 
sasoit. And which Ameri¬ 
can president proclaimed 
a national Thanksgiving 
day? Abraham Lincoln. Pic¬ 
tured here scenes from the 
weekly popular cocktail 
party in which guests are 


invited to mingle with re¬ 
sort executives over drinks 
and games, including face 
painting, every Tuesday. 
The resort, in its 26th an¬ 
niversary year, is home- 
away-from-home for many 
Aruba repeat visitors, who 
enjoy their annual visits to 
the island today, as much 
as they did on the day they 
first purchased their condo 
unitsO 







Super 4-Card BINGO starting at I pm! 


$6 for 4-Card BINGO * 8 Games to Play 

$1,000 in Cash Prizes; 

$500 CasJt Prize in our Monthly Early Bird Drawing 
when you. purchase your card prior to 12 noon! 


pet to play/ 

Open daily 10am to 4dm ■ JI. I raw-quin Blvd #47 * SS3 JO DC • www.casmoalhambra.com 

Pfcrtl bt H WUfTtif* rwrdkPf. JU Jrtd (FtfTWlflttS JfY ‘klljKl IttfUJig# tf f jlLiHlJTiLift rrlO-iuC prtM iWKt, 




CASINO AND SHOPS 



















Has good-bad gap with NFL QBs widened? 


DAVE CAMPBELL 
AP Pro Football Writer 

Leslie Frazier shook his head 
and managed a slight 
smile when the question 
was posed. 

How hard, the Minnesota 
Vikings coach was asked, 
has it been each week to 
pick a quarterback, the 
NFL’s most important posi¬ 
tion? 

“It’s not a lot of fun,” Frazier 
said recently. “You’d like to 
say that this is your quarter¬ 
back for 16 weeks, but we 
haven’t been in that situa¬ 
tion." 

This hardly brings solace 
for the head of a strug¬ 
gling team like Frazier, but 
the Vikings are far from the 
only bunch either sputter¬ 
ing along without a long¬ 
term solution or needing 
a stronger backup for a 
starter who's hurt. Minne¬ 
sota is one of five teams 
that, for a variety of rea¬ 
sons, have started three 
different quarterbacks this 
season. That includes the 
Green Bay Packers, who 
have started four. 

Whether due to failures 
to successfully draft and 


develop the next champi¬ 
onship-capable passer or 
procure and produce a re¬ 
liable second-stringer, the 
league this year has seen 
a clear shortage of quality 
quarterbacks. 

“The supply and demand's 
kind of out of whack,” 
NFL Network analyst Mike 
Mayock said. 

Injuries are, of course, a sig¬ 
nificant factor. The Pack¬ 
ers have won a Super Bowl 
behind Aaron Rodgers, 
and they'll be set at quar¬ 
terback as long as he con¬ 
tinues his career. But since 
he broke his collarbone last 
month, the Packers have 
lost four games and tied 
the other. 

In the next tier down are 
quarterbacks who’ve 
shown promise such as Jay 
Cutler, Jake Locker and 
Sam Bradford but have 
been hurt often. 

“How many times do you 
keep saying on Sept. 1, ‘OK, 
this is my guy,’ and then he 
gets hurt again?” Mayock 
said. “Regardless of tal¬ 
ent, work ethic, toughness, 
when do you say enough is 
enough?” 



Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers watches the 
Los Angeles Clippers play the Indiana Pacers during the second 
half of an NBA basketball game, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2013, in Los 
Angeles. 

Associated Press 


The Cleveland Browns 
have started 20 different 
quarterbacks since their 
expansion rebirth in 1999, 
the most in the league. 
From Brandon Weeden 
to Brian Hoyer to Jason 
Campbell, this season has 
brought more instability. 
The Browns have tried ev¬ 
ery avenue to find one, 
too, but despite a stockpile 
of draft picks for a well-re¬ 
garded crop of 2014 quar¬ 
terback prospects there’s 
no guarantee the carousel 
will stop. Tim Couch, Brady 
Quinn and Weeden were 
all first-round picks who 
haven’t panned out. 
Christian Ponder fits in that 
category, the No. 12 selec¬ 
tion by the Vikings in 2011. 
He went two spots after 
Blaine Gabbert, who has 
been even worse for Jack¬ 
sonville. Both the Vikings 
and Jaguars are bound to 
be searching far and wide 
again for quarterbacks 
in the draft in May, along 
with at least another half- 
dozen teams. 


Continued on Page 22 



NBA Roundup 

Pistons beat Heat 107-97 
to end ten-game streak 


The Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — Miami's ten- 
game NBA winning streak 
came to an end with a 
107-97 home-court defeat 
at the hands of Detroit on 
Tuesday, with the Pistons 


having seven players score 
in double figures as they 
hung on against a Heat 
comeback in the fourth 
quarter. 

Detroit's Kyle Singler top 
scored with 18 points in a 


team effort by the Pistons, 
who led by 18 points and 
saw that whittled back to 
three in the fourth quarter 
but held firm for an impres¬ 
sive victory. 

LeBron James and Michael 
Beasley each scored 23 for 
Miami, which was without 
guard Dwyane Wade, who 
again was nursing a sore 
kneeO 


From left, Denver Nuggets forward J.J. Hickson (7) stands by as 
Brooklyn Nets guard Alan Anderson, Nets guard Joe Johnson 
and Nets center Andray Blatche get tangled up with Nuggets 
forward Kenneth Faried (35) in the second half of an NBA bas¬ 
ketball game Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2013, in New York. 

Associated Press 
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Vonn completes 1st World Cup training since crash 


HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Sports Writer 

LAKE LOUISE, Alberta (AP) — Ten 

months since she last competed, 
Lindsey Vonn returned to a World 
Cup course for downhill training 
Wednesday and said afterward 
her surgically repaired right knee 
felt “stable.” 

Vonn said she will decide after 
the training run scheduled for 
Thursday whether to race this 
week for the first time since a 
high-speed crash at the world 
championships in February tore 
two ligaments in her knee and 
broke a bone in her lower leg. 
There are downhills slated for 
Friday and Saturday, and a su- 
per-G on Sunday at a mountain 
where Vonn has earned 14 of 
her 59 career World Cup race 
wins. That includes three-victory 
sweeps in both 2011 and 2012. 

“It was my first run, so I was, of 
course, a liffle bit nervous," the 
four-time overall World Cup 
champion and 2010 Olympic 
downhill gold medalist said. 

“First training run. First kind of real 
race situation since February,” 
Vonn added. "So it's been a 
long time, and I'm really happy.” 


As for her knee, the one in which 
she partially re-tore one of those 
reconstructed ligaments in a fall 
last month during practice? 


“Knee feels good. Feels stable,” 
Vonn said. “And, you know, just 
going to play it by ear tomor¬ 
row and make a decision on the 
race.” 


The biggest factor for Friday will 
be making sure there’s no swell¬ 
ing in her right knee so it won’t 
affect her thigh’s ability to react 


and "fire appropriately,” Vonn 
said. 

The temperature dropped below 
zero during training, and she snif¬ 
fled occasionally as she spoke 


near fhe finish line. 

The American covered fhe 
course in 1 minute, 59.53 sec¬ 
onds, the 22nd-fastest time 
among the 65 skiers who finished 
Wednesday. 

Carolina Ruiz Castillo of Spain 
was fastest in training at 1:57.40, 
followed by past overall World 
Cup champions Maria Hoefl-Ri- 
esch of Germany in 1:57.41, and 
Tina Maze of Slovenia in 1:58.06. 
Current overall World Cup leader 
Lara Gut of Switzerland was fifth, 
Stacey Cook of the U.S. was sixth, 
and Julia Mancuso of the U.S. 
was ninth. 

What mattered to Vonn more 
than her time was that she was 
out there. She was quick out of 
fhe start, then lost time as she 
progressed down the slope in the 
Canadian Rockies. 

Vonn said she “can’t really put 
a percentage on” how hard she 
was trying to charge and repeat¬ 
edly acknowledged feeling ner¬ 
vous abouf geffing back on the 
World Cup scene. 

“Just trying to stay focused, 
and focus on my knee,” Vonn 
said, “and get my confidence 
back.'Q 



USA's Lindsey Vonn races during the first training run for the Women's World Cup 
downhill skiing competition in Lake Louise, Alberta, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2013. 

Associated Press 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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NHL Capsules 

Kings beat Ducks 3-2 in Freeway Faceoff 



Dallas Stars defenseman Brenden Dillon (4) checks Chicago 
Blackhawks center Andrew Shaw into the glass during the third 
period of an NHL hockey game Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2013, in Chi¬ 
cago. Dallas won 4-3. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
UNIONDALE, New York (AP) 

— Sidney Crosby scored 
the tying goal in the third 
period and then won it with 
a brilliant individual effort 
3:44 into overtime as the 
Pittsburgh Penguins beat 
the New York Islanders 3-2 
on Tuesday night. 

Crosby, who tied it with a 
power-play goal with 12:00 
left in regulation, stole the 
puck from Thomas Vanek 
just outside the New York 
blue line, streaked down 
the middle between two 
defenseman and jammed 
a backhander past Anders 
Nilsson for his 15th goal. 
Nilsson was the hard-luck 
loser in overtime for the 
second straight game. New 
York, which has dropped 
seven straight (0-5-2), gave 
up the lead late to Wash¬ 
ington on Saturday. 

Evgeni Malkin assisted on 
power-play goals by James 
Neal and Crosby to back 
Marc-Andre Fleury, who 
made 21 saves. 

Kyle Okposo scored twice 
in the first period for the Is¬ 
landers, who are third from 
the bottom in the East. 
STARS 4, BLACKHAWKS 3 
CHICAGO (AP) — Kari 
Lehtonen had a season- 
high 47 saves, Antoine 
Roussel converted a pen¬ 
alty shot in the third period 
and the Stars snapped the 
Blackhawks' six-game win¬ 
ning streak. 


Valeri Nichushkin had a 
goal and an assist for the 
Stars, who had dropped 
four of five, including con¬ 
secutive shootout losses at 
home in their previous two 
games. Alex Chiasson and 


Erik Cole also scored. 
Patrick Sharp scored his 
200th goal with Chicago. 
The Stars appeared to be 
headed for a heartbreak¬ 
ing collapse before Roussel 
skated in on Corey Craw¬ 


ford and was awarded a 
penalty shot after Niklas 
Hjalmarsson hacked away 
at him with his stick. 

Roussel then beat Craw¬ 
ford with a backhander 
into the upper right corner 
at 3:01. 

SHARKS 4, MAPLE LEAFS 2 
TORONTO (AP) — Mike 
Brown had a goal against 
his former team and Joe 
Thornton scored on a 5-on- 
3 power play, leading the 
Sharks to their sixth straight 
win. 

Brad Stuart and Logan Cou¬ 
ture scored for the Sharks, 
winners of nine of 10. Phil 
Kessel netted his 200th ca¬ 
reer goal and Mason Ray¬ 
mond also scored in Toron¬ 
to’s fifth straight loss. 

BLUE JACKETS 1, LIGHTNING 
0 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) 
— Nick Foligno scored a 
highlight-reel goal in the 
second period and Sergei 
Bobrovsky and Curtis McEI- 
hinney made it stand up as 
the Blue Jackets beat Light¬ 
ning. 

Bobrovsky, winner of the 
Vezina Trophy last year 
as the NHL’s top goalie, 
stopped all 18 shots before 
he left with an unspecified 
injury 4:13 into the third pe¬ 
riod. 

He was replaced by McEI- 
hinney, who made the last 
eight saves. 

Tampa Bay's Valterri Filp- 
pula's shot just slid past the 


corner of the goal as time 
expired and the Lightning 
were shut out for the sec¬ 
ond game in a row. They 
have lost their last five road 
games. 

HURRICANES 4, CAPITALS 1 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Jeff 
Skinner had two goals 
and an assist, Justin Peters 
stopped 26 shots and the 
Hurricanes cruised past the 
Capitals. 

Andrej Sekera and Jiri Tlusty 
also scored for the Hurri¬ 
canes, who had lost two 
straight and six of eight 
before bouncing back to 
equal their most lopsided 
victory of the season. 
Skinner's two goals and 
three points both tied ca¬ 
reer highs. 

A power-play goal by Mike 
Green at 6:39 of the third 
period ruined Peters’ bid 
for his fourth career shut¬ 
out. Two of the goalten- 
der’s three NHL shutouts 
are against the Capitals. 
SENATORS 4, PANTHERS 2 
SUNRISE, Fla. (AP) — Co¬ 
lin Greening scored the 
go-ahead goal late in the 
second period and Craig 
Anderson stopped 30 shots, 
leading Ottawa over the 
Panthers. 

Bobby Ryan, Erik Condra 
and Joe Corvo also scored 
for the Senators. 

Jonathan Huberdeau and 
Brian Campbell scored 
goals for Florida and Tim 
Thomas stopped 41 shotsO 


Lundqvist agrees to long extension with Rangers 





New York Rangers goalie 
Henrik Lundqvist (30) makes a 
save as Boston Bruins’ Jarome 
Iginla looks for the rebound 
during the second period of 
an NHL hockey game in Bos¬ 
ton, Friday, Nov. 29, 2013. 

Associated Press 


IRA PODELL 
AP Sports Writer 
GREENBURGH, New York 
(AP) — Just two days after 
surprisingly watching from 
the bench for a second 
straight game. No. 1 goalie 
Henrik Lundqvist agreed to 
a long-term contract ex¬ 
tension with the New York 
Rangers on Wednesday. 
Lundqvist, in the final sea¬ 
son of a six-year, $41.25 mil¬ 
lion deal, agreed to a sev¬ 
en-year contract report¬ 
edly worth $59.5 million. His 
salary-cap charge would 
rise from $6,875 million to 
$8.5 million and make him 


the NHL’s highest-paid 
goalie. 

More importantly, it should 
keep him starring on Broad¬ 
way for the rest of his ca¬ 
reer. 

“About eight months ago 
I sat down for the first 
time with my family and 
my agent and kind of dis¬ 
cussed my future,” Lun¬ 
dqvist said Wednesday af¬ 
ter practice. “There were 
two things that became re¬ 
ally clear to me: No. 1 was 
I really wanted to win the 
(Stanley) Cup here in New 
York. It's my biggest goal 
and my biggest dream 


and what really pushes me 
right now to work harder. 
Secondly, I want to be a 
Ranger for life. 

“To picture myself any¬ 
where else, it was just 
wrong and it was never an 
option.” 

New York general man¬ 
ager Glen Sather and 
team owner James Dolan 
agreed. That helped ne¬ 
gotiations go smoothly until 
they were completed Tues¬ 
day. 

The Rangers didn’t release 
terms of the contract. 
“There were lots of pieces,” 
Sather said. “This was a very 


friendly, peaceful, low-key, 
unemotional decision to 
be made by everyone. It 
was fun. I enjoyed it." 

With the salary cap pro¬ 
jected to rise, one hurdle 
was cleared. 

“A lot of that is speculation, 
so far. You still have to be 
careful,” Sather said. “We 
have a cap to deal with; 
we have other players to 
sign. It is terrific that Hen¬ 
rik decided to stay here. If 
he had gone someplace 
else, I am sure he would've 
earned more money, but it 
always isn’t money that's a 
factor. □ 













SPORTSI^sdav 5 DECEMBER 2013 


Yankees, Ellsbury reach $153M, 7-year deal 


RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Jacoby 
Ellsbury, fresh off winning 
the World Series with Bos¬ 
ton, reached agreement 
with the rival New York Yan¬ 
kees on a seven-year con¬ 
tract worth $153 million, a 
person familiar with the ne¬ 
gotiations said on Tuesday. 
The Ellsbury move head¬ 
lined a day when the Ma- 


day that he must pass be¬ 
fore the third-highest deal 
for an outfielder in MLB his¬ 
tory can be finalized, the 
person said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause no statements were 
authorized. 

Earlier Tuesday, New York 
finalized an $85 million, five- 
year contract with All-Star 
catcher Brian McCann. 
There is a long history of stars 


said, also on condition of 
anonymity because the 
agreement wasn't final. 
Pierzynski and David Ross, 
Boston's backup catcher, 
both will be 37 next season. 
With prospects Christian 
Vazquez and Blake Swihart 
making their way up the sys¬ 
tem, the Red Sox were re¬ 
luctant to give a multiyear 
deal to Saltalamacchia. 
Saltalamacchia agreed 



In this Oct. 17, 2013, file photo, Boston Red Sox's Jacoby Ellsbury dives for a ball hit by Detroit 
Tigers' Omar Infante during Game 5 of the American League baseball championship series in 
Detroit. Associated Press 


and the Rays sent pitcher 
Justin Choate and a player 
to be named to Arizona. 
The Diamondbacks sent 
pitcher David Holmberg to 
Cincinnati. 

Hanigan agreed to a $10.75 
million, three-year contract. 
Oakland, which acquired 
Jim Johnson from Baltimore 
on Monday, reached an 
agreement with tree-agent 
pitcher Scott Kazmir, The 
Athletics also obtained 
outfielder Craig Gentry 
and pitcher Josh Lindblom 


from Texas for outfielder Mi¬ 
chael Choice and infielder 
Chris Bostick. They also took 
pitcher Luke Gregerson 
from San Diego for outfield¬ 
er Seth Smith. 

In other deals, Philadelphia 
acquired pitcher Brad Lin¬ 
coln from Toronto for catch¬ 
er Erik Kratz and pitcher Rob 
Rasmussen; while Hous¬ 
ton took outfielder Dexter 
Fowler and a player to be 
named from Colorado for 
outfielder Brandon Barnes 
and pitcher Jordan Lyles.Q 
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jor League Baseball player 
market heated up, with 
catcher Jarrod Saltalamac¬ 
chia following center fielder 
Ellsbury through the Fenway 
Park exit, moving to Miami. 
Boston already has lined up 
a catching replacement in 
A.J. Pierzynski, who comes 
over from Texas. 

Add in a pair of trades by 
Oakland, a three-team 
deal involving Arizona, Cin¬ 
cinnati and Tampa Bay, 
plus two other swaps Tues¬ 
day, and baseball’s busi¬ 
ness season has started to 
boil a week before the win¬ 
ter meetings. 

Ellsbury was to take a physi¬ 
cal in New York on Wednes¬ 


moving from Beantown to 
the Big Apple during their 
careers. Babe Ruth was the 
most famous, and Roger 
Clemens, Wade Boggs and 
Johnny Damon followed. 
Ellsbury, who turned 30 in 
September, led the majors 
with 52 stolen bases despite 
being hobbled late in the 
season by a broken right 
foot. The leadoff man bat¬ 
ted .298 with nine homers 
and 53 RBIs, and the short 
right-field porch at Yankee 
Stadium should boost his 
power numbers. 

Pierzynski agreed to a one- 
year contract with the Red 
Sox, a person with knowl¬ 
edge of those negotiations 


to a $21 million, three-year 
deal with the Marlins, two 
people familiar with those 
negotiations said, also on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause the contract had not 
been finalized. 

Also, Minnesota completed 
a $49 million, four-year con¬ 
tract with pitcher Ricky No- 
lasco, who made 33 starts 
last season for Miami. 

The Twins are also finishing a 
$24 million, three-year deal 
with Phil Hughes that is ex¬ 
pected to be announced 
later this week. 

Tampa Bay acquired re¬ 
lief pitcher Heath Bell from 
Arizona and catcher Ryan 
Hanigan from Cincinnati, 


MLS hopes to place teams 
in Miami and Atlanta 

NEW YORK (AP) — Major League Soccer hopes to place new teams in Miami and Atlan¬ 
ta, MLS Commissioner Don Garber says progress is being made in both cities but deals 
are not yet close. Former Manchester United, Real Madrid and Los Angeles Galaxy star 
David Beckham is leading the Miami effort, and Falcons owner Arthur Blank the Atlanta 
venture. They would give the league 23 teams, one short of the league’s goal to reach 
by 2020. Garber said Tuesday that Minneapolis, San Antonio, St. Louis and Austin, Texas, 
are among the possibilities for a 24th teamO 
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NFL fines Steelers coach 
Mike Tomlin $100,000 



In this Nov. 28, 2013 file photo, Pittsburgh Steelers coach Mike 
Tomlin stands on the sideline during an official play review in 
the second half of an NFL football game against the Baltimore 
Ravens, in Baltimore. 

Associated Press 


By WILL GRAVES 
AP Sports Writer 
PITTSBURGH (AP) - Steel¬ 
ers coach Mike Tomlin's 
ill-timed two-step has cost 
him $100,000 and could 
cost his team a pick in next 
year’s draft. 

The league fined Tomlin 
$100,000 on Wednesday 
for interfering with a play 
against the Baltimore Ra¬ 
vens on Thanksgiving. 

The NFL also said it would 
consider docking Pitts¬ 


burgh a draft pick “be¬ 
cause the conduct affect¬ 
ed a play on the field.” 
Tomlin was not penalized 
on the play, though the NFL 
said Tomlin should have 
been flagged 15 yards for 
unsportsmanlike conduct 
for nearly colliding with Bal¬ 
timore’s Jacoby Jones dur¬ 
ing a kickoff return midway 
through the third quarter of 
a 22-20 Ravens victory. 

The seventh-year head 
coach called the play 


“embarrassing, inexcus¬ 
able, illegal and a blunder” 
but stressed it was not in¬ 
tentional. 

“I apologize for causing 
negative attention to the 
Pittsburgh Steelers orga¬ 
nization," Tomlin said in a 
statement Wednesday. “I 
accept the penalty that 
I received. I will no longer 
address this issue as I am 
preparing for an important 
game this Sunday against 
the Miami Dolphins.” 

Tomlin was standing on 
the restricted white border 
between the sideline and 
field during Jones’ kickoff 
return. Jones had to swerve 
to avoid running into the 
coach and was tackled 
after a 73-yard return that 
might have gone for a 
touchdown if not for the 
obstruction. 

Tomlin briefly stepped onto 
the field before he jumped 
back. 

Tomlin said Tuesday he was 
“mesmerized" by watch¬ 


ing the return on the video 
board and would accept 
any repercussions for his 
actions. 

“I don’t know what a just 
punishment is,” he said 
Tuesday. “I have no idea. 
I’m not acting in a way to 
preserve my wallet and my 
money. My wallet and my 
money is what it is because 
of the game of football.” 
Tomlin’s players have de¬ 
fended him, noting it's not 
unusual for players or staff 
members to find them¬ 
selves on the edge of the 
field during a play. 

Safety Ryan Clark admitted 
to standing near the play¬ 
ing surface while watching 
the Steelers attempt a late 
2-point conversion in the 
final minutes against Balti¬ 
more. 

“I’m always on the field,” 
Clark said. “I sit on the field, 
but I try to sit on it away 
from anything.” 
Quarterback Ben Roethlis- 
berger declined to discuss 


whether the loss of a draft 
pick would be too exces¬ 
sive but added he doesn’t 
think the furor over Tomlin's 
near-trip will serve as a dis¬ 
traction for Pittsburgh (5-7), 
which is still in the playoff 
hunt. 

“If anything, guys joke 
about it more," Roethlis- 
berger said. 

“They're the ones pulling 
up the pictures online and 
joking with coach about 
something. If anything 
maybe it’s a light-hearted 
fun thing.” 

The NFL fined the New York 
Jets $100,000 in 2010 when 
cameras caught strength 
and conditioning coach 
Sal Alosi tripping a Miami 
player on the sideline. Alosi 
was suspended by the Jets 
and eventually resigned af¬ 
ter the season. 

Tomlin’s job is not in jeop¬ 
ardy and he said Tuesday 
he had not spoken to team 
owners Dan and Art Rooney 
II about the situation. □ 



Detroit Lions defensive tackle Ndamukong Suh (90) sacks Green Bay Packers quarterback Matt 
Flynn for a safety during the third quarter of an NFL football game at Ford Field in Detroit, Thursday, 
Nov. 28, 2013. 


NH QBs 

Continued from Page 18 

“There are about 15 quar¬ 
terbacks in the league that 
have a chance to win a 
Super Bowl. Let's just tell 
it like it is. And then there 
is everybody else,” NBC 
analyst Cris Collinsworth 
said on a recent episode 
of “Inside the NFL.” "Now 
occasionally a Kurt Warner 
comes from nowhere and 
ends up being a guy you 
can count on.” 

That’s rare, though. In this 
increasingly pass-driven 
league, the position hasn’t 
been any easier to master 
for even the best of ath¬ 
letes with the strongest of 
arms. Even Super Bowl win¬ 
ners like Eli Manning and 
Joe Flacco have struggled 
this year, aberrations or not 
while injuries and instability 
swirl around them on of¬ 
fense. 

“We're asking quarter¬ 
backs to do what I per¬ 
ceive to be almost super¬ 
human things on a consis¬ 


tent basis,” Mayock said. 
“We’re asking them to 
have a certain physical skill 
level: Arm strength, athletic 
ability, foot speed, hand- 
eye coordination. But on 
top of that they’ve got to 
process information like 


a computer. We're put¬ 
ting more and more of the 
mental piece of this on the 
quarterback, and the de¬ 
cision-making both at the 
line of scrimmage and in 
the pocket is more compli¬ 
cated than it’s ever been.” 


So, for the teams that don’t 
have a Hall of Fame-bound 
player like Peyton Manning 
or a steady young stand¬ 
out like Russell Wilson and 
haven’t succeeded in the 
draft, will they ever have a 
chance to win a champi¬ 


onship? 

Well, sure. They'll just have 
to keep trying. 

College and high school 
offenses have become 
more complex and power¬ 
ful. Summer camps around 
the country have helped 
teenagers develop their 
skills to much greater de¬ 
grees. The nature of the 
NFL makes a scenario with 
25 elite quarterbacks dom¬ 
inating the league improb¬ 
able. But there'll always be 
a new pool of candidates 
for the job. 

“It's a good time to be a 
quarterback. Kids are get¬ 
ting reps at a younger age 
and developing the nec¬ 
essary skills,” Denver interim 
coach Jack Del Rio said. 
“So I don’t think there will 
be a shortage. You always 
look at who's going to be 
the next storied guy, who's 
going to be the next Hall of 
Fame-type guy, and I think 
we want to crown people 
before they have their 
careers. But the talent will 
continue to come through 
the ranks, and we’ll con¬ 
tinue to see really gifted 
players.”□ 
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Tech Tips: Guide to 


ANICK JESDANUN 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Security 
experts say passwords for 
more than 2 million Face- 
book, Google and other 
accounts have been com¬ 
promised and circulated 
online, just the latest ex¬ 
ample of breaches involv¬ 
ing leading Internet com¬ 
panies. 

Some services including 
Twitter have responded 
by disabling the affected 
passwords. But there are 
several things you can do 


to minimize further threats 
—even if your account isn't 
among the 2 million that 
were compromised. 

Here are some tips to help 
you secure your online ac¬ 
counts: 

— ONE THING LEADS TO 
ANOTHER: 

When a malicious hacker 
gets a password to one 
account, it’s often a step¬ 
ping stone to a more se¬ 
rious breach, especially 
because many people 
use the same passwords 
on multiple accounts. So if 


Russia’s first smartphone 
goes on sale 


ANDREW ROTH 
© 2013 New York Times 
MOSCOW - Russia’s first 
smartphone - a quirky, 
dual-screen device with a 
traditional LCD-color dis¬ 
play on one side and an 
electronic-paper display 
similar to the Amazon Kin¬ 
dle on the other - began 
selling in Russia and several 
other European countries 
Wednesday. 

The Yotaphone, devel¬ 
oped by a Russian tech 
startup, Yota Devices, will 
be sold for about $675 in 
Europe and for $600 in Rus¬ 
sia, slightly cheaper than 
top competitors like the 
Apple iPhone 5 and the 
Samsung Galaxy S4. 

The Russian phone, which 
uses an Android operating 
system, is an attempt by 
a European company to 
jump into the handset mar¬ 
ket, largely dominated by 
U.S. and Asian manufactur¬ 
ers. Nokia, 

the largest cellphone mak¬ 
er in Europe, is in the final 
stages of selling that busi¬ 
ness to Microsoft for $7.2 
billion. 

Jolla, a smaller Finnish 
startup founded by former 
Nokia engineers, has only 
recently started selling its 
own handset aimed at a 
global audience. 

At a kickoff event at the 
Garage Center for Con¬ 
temporary Culture in down¬ 
town Moscow, the chief 
executive of Yota Devices, 
Vladislav Martynov, said 
the introduction of dual 
screens was “a revolution 


in telephone architecture" 
and would conserve bat¬ 
tery life. 

Martynov said that the 
electronic-ink display on 
the back of the Yotaphone 
would show information, 
including feeds from Face- 
book and Twitter, even 
when the phone is not in 
use. 

“Before Yotaphone, this 
space was useless,” he 
said. 

Interest in smartphones is 
growing in Russia, as it is in 
other developing coun¬ 
tries, with two of every five 
phones sold in the second 
quarter being a smart¬ 
phone, the research firm 
IDC said in a report last 
month. 

The Yotaphone made a 
strong showing in January 
at the International Con¬ 
sumer Electronics Show in 
Las Vegas, where it won a 
CNET Best of CES Award for 
“Hottest Mobile Device." 
Martynov declined to say 
how many units were in 
production but said more 
than 10,000 orders for the 
phone had been placed in 
advance of the launching. 
Besides Russia, the device 
is being sold in Austria, 
France, 

Germany and Spain. It will 
go on sale in Britain in Jan¬ 
uary. There are no plans to 
sell it in the United States. 
The phone has a 4.3-inch 
1280 HD display, slightly 
larger than the iPhone 5 
but smaller than the top¬ 
selling Galaxy S4, which 
has a 5-inch screenO 


protecting Internet accounts 



In this Thursday, Jan. 10, 2002, file photo, a computer screen shows a password attack in progress 
at the Norwich University computer security training program in Northfield, Vt. Security experts 
said Wednesday, Dec. 4,2013, that passwords for more than 2 million Facebook, Google and oth¬ 
er accounts have been compromised and circulated online, just the latest example of breaches 
affecting leading Internet services. 


someone breaks into your 
Facebook account, that 
person might try the same 
password on your banking 
or Amazon account. Sud¬ 
denly, it's not just about 
fake messages being post¬ 
ed to your social media 
accounts. It’s about your 
hard-earned money. 

It’s particularly bad if the 
compromised password 
is for an email account. 
That’s because when you 
click on a link on a site say¬ 
ing you've forgotten your 
password, the service will 
typically send a reset mes¬ 
sage by email. People 
who are able to break into 
your email account, there¬ 
fore, can use it to create 
their own passwords for all 
sorts of accounts. You’ll be 
locked out as they shop 
and spend, courtesy of 
you. 

If the compromised pass¬ 
word is one you use for 
work, someone can use it 
to break in to your employ¬ 
er’s network, where there 
are files with trade secrets 
or customers’ credit card 
numbers. 

— BETTER PASSWORDS: 
Many breaches occur be¬ 
cause passwords are too 
easy to guess. There’s no 
evidence that guessing 
was how these 2 million ac¬ 
counts got compromised, 
but it’s still a good reminder 
to strengthen your pass¬ 


words. Researchers at se¬ 
curity company Trustwave 
analyzed the passwords 
compromised and found 
that only 5 percent were 
excellent and 17 percent 
were good. The rest were 
moderate or worse. 

What makes a password 
strong? 

— Make them long. The 
minimum should be eight 
characters, but even lon¬ 
ger is better. 

— Use combinations of 
letters and numbers, up¬ 
per and lower case and 
symbols such as the ex¬ 
clamation mark. Try to 
vary it as much as you 
can. “My!PaSsWoRd-32” 
is far better than “mypass- 
word32.” 

— Avoid words that are 
in dictionaries, as there 
are programs that can 
crack passwords by go¬ 
ing through databases of 
known words. These pro¬ 
grams know about such 
tricks as adding numbers 
and symbols, so you’ll want 
to make sure the words 
you use aren’t in the data¬ 
bases. One trick is to think 
of a sentence and use just 
the first letter of each word 

— as in “tqbfjotld” for “the 
quick brown fox jumps over 
the lazy dog.” 

— Avoid easy-to-guess 
words, even if they aren't in 
the dictionary. Avoid your 
name, company name or 


Associated Press 

hometown, for instance. 
Avoid pets and relatives' 
names, too. Likewise, avoid 
things that can be looked 
up, such as your birthday or 
ZIP code. 

One other thing to consid¬ 
er: Many sites let you reset 
your password by answer¬ 
ing a security question, but 
these answers —such as 
your pet or mother's maid¬ 
en name— are possible 
to look up. So try to make 
these answers complex just 
like passwords, by adding 
numbers and special char¬ 
acters and making up re¬ 
sponses. 

— A SECOND LAYER: 

Many services offer a sec¬ 
ond level of authentica¬ 
tion when you’re access¬ 
ing them from a computer 
or device for the first time. 
These services will send you 
a text message to a phone 
number on file, for instance. 
The text message contains 
a code that you need in 
addition to your password. 
The idea is that a hacker 
may have your password, 
but won't have ready ac¬ 
cess to your phone. 
Facebook, Google, Micro¬ 
soft and Twitter are among 
the services offering this 
dual authentication. It's 
typically an option, some¬ 
thing you have to turn on. 
Do that. It may be a pain, 
but it will save you grief lat¬ 
er. □ 
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Deere expands share buyback by $8 billion 


STREET BRIEFS 

Dutch insurer 
Achmea set to 
cut 4,000 jobs 

AMSTERDAM (AP) — One 

of the largest insurers in the 
Netherlands, Achmea NV, 
says it will cut 4,000 jobs, 
which represents around 20 
percent of its workforce. The 
company says Wednesday 
that customers increasingly 
avoid doing face-to-face 
business with insurance 
agents, preferring to shop 
and apply for policies on the 
Internet. As a result, Achmea 
will invest in its online services 
— and cut staff. The job cuts 
come amid rising concerns 
over the Dutch economy 
and a rise in the unemploy¬ 
ment rate to 7 percent from 
4.4 percent in 2011. Last 
week Standard & Poor’s 
stripped the country of its 
top triple A credit rating. The 
Dutch insurance industry has 
struggled in recent years fol¬ 
lowing a scandal after poli¬ 
cies linked to investments 
were found to have exces¬ 
sive and opaque fees and 
commissions. 

Philip Morris 
wants big stake 
in Megapolis 

NEW YORK (AP) — Philip 
Morris is buying a 20 percent 
stake in Megapolis Distribu¬ 
tion BV, the holding com¬ 
pany for its Russian cigarette 
distributor, for $750 million. 
Megapolis focuses mostly on 
the distribution of tobacco 
and beverages. It handles 
about 70 percent of the cig¬ 
arettes sold in Russia through 
distribution agreements with 
Philip Morris, Japan Tobacco 
International and Imperial 
Tobacco Group. The agree¬ 
ment also includes an addi¬ 
tional payment of up to $100 
million based on Megapolis’ 
operational performance 
over the four fiscal years af¬ 
ter the deal’s closing. “This 
investment paves the way 
for infrastructure expansion 
and improved operating 
efficiencies in the strategic 
area of distribution in Russia, 
and will therefore benefit 
our wide portfolio of lead¬ 
ing brands,” Miroslaw Zielin¬ 
ski, Philip Morris’ president of 
Eastern Europe, the Middle 
East and Africa region and 
PMI Duty Free, said in a 
statement. □ 


The Associated Press 

Deere & Co. said Wednes¬ 
day that its board of direc¬ 
tors approved an increase 
to the company’s share 
buyback program. It also 
declared a quarterly divi¬ 
dend. 

The tractor maker said 
that it will boost its share 
buyback program by $8 
billion. It still has about $1 
billion remaining from a $5 


STEVE ROTHWELL 

AP Markets Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

stock market continued its 
sluggish start to the month 
on Wednesday. 

Stocks fell as investors 
weighed conflicting eco¬ 
nomic reports and as¬ 
sessed the outlook for the 
Federal Reserve's eco¬ 
nomic stimulus program. 
The market was lower in 
early trading after a pay¬ 
roll company reported 
that U.S. businesses added 


the most jobs in a year last 
month as manufacturing 
and construction expand¬ 
ed. Investors worried that 
this latest sign of economic 
expansion could mean 
that the Fed will pull back 
on its stimulus sooner than 
previously expected. 
Indexes reversed course 
in mid-morning trading af¬ 
ter another survey showed 
weakness in the U.S. service 
sector last month. The Insti¬ 
tute for Supply Manage¬ 
ment said its service-sector 


billion share buyback pro¬ 
gram announced in May 
2008. Since 2004, Deere 
said it has repurchased 
about $11 billion of com¬ 
mon stock. The company 
said it had about 375 mil¬ 
lion outstanding shares as 
of Oct. 31. Deere also an¬ 
nounced a quarterly divi¬ 
dend of 51 cents per share, 
which will be paid on Feb. 
3 to shareholders of record 


index fell to the lowest level 
since June, indicating that 
cautious spending by con¬ 
sumers and businesses may 
be slowing growth. 

By midday stocks began 
sliding again and the Stan¬ 
dard & Poor’s 500 index 
closed lower for the fourth 
straight day, its longest los¬ 
ing streak in more than two 
months. 

The latest bout of investor 
anxiety about the Fed's 
plans for its stimulus pro¬ 
gram comes ahead of 


the government’s closely 
watched monthly employ¬ 
ment report due out on Fri¬ 
day. The Fed's $85 billion in 
monthly bond purchases 
have been supporting fi¬ 
nancial markets and giv¬ 
ing investors an incentive 
to buy stocks by making 
bonds seem relatively ex¬ 
pensive. The Fed's program 
is aimed at supporting the 
economy by keeping long¬ 
term interest rates very low 
to encourage borrowing 
and hiring. 


as of Dec. 31. 

“Today’s action reflects 
our confidence in the 
company’s long-term fu¬ 
ture growth opportunities,” 
Deere CEO Samuel Allen 
said. The company, which 
is based in Moline, Illinois, 
also makes mowers, plows 
and other gear used by 
farmers. 

Companies typically buy 
back stock when they 


After surging this year, 
stocks have had a slow 
start to December, statisti¬ 
cally one of the strongest 
months for the market. The 
S&P 500 index has dropped 
0.7 percent so far, paring 
its annual gain to 25.7 per¬ 
cent. The big gains have 
left some investors nervous 
about adding to their hold¬ 
ings, lest they buy at the 
peak in the market. 

“Things have been up and 
down," said Bob Gav- 
lak, a wealth adviser with 


Strategic Wealth Partners. 
“There's some general 
angst about whether the 
market is overvalued and 
when is it going to come 
back down." 

Sears was among the big¬ 
gest losers on Wednesday. 
The stock fell $4.63, or 8.3 
percent, to $50.92 after 
the company’s CEO, the 
billionaire hedge-fund 
manager Eddie Lampert, 
who is also chairman and 
chief executive of Sears, 
reduced his stake in the 


have excess cash on hand 
or feel their shares are un¬ 
dervalued. Buying back 
stock can boost the value 
of remaining shares. 
Deere’s profits have been 
rising after it raised prices 
on farm and construction 
equipment. 

Shares of Deere rose 
$3.68, or 4.5 percent, to 
$86.39 in morning trading 
WednesdayO 


department store chain to 
less than half. 

CF Industries was the big¬ 
gest gainer in the Standard 
& Poor’s 500 index, surg¬ 
ing $22.88, or 10.7 percent, 
to $237.07 after the fertil¬ 
izer company told inves¬ 
tors that it was evaluating 
whether to increase its divi¬ 
dends over time and said 
it expected to have “sig¬ 
nificant” additional cash to 
give to shareholders. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average fell 24.85 points, or 
0.2 percent, to 15,889.77. 
The S&P 500 index fell 2.34 
points, or 0.1 percent, to 
1,792.81. The Nasdaq com¬ 
posite edged up 0.80 point 
to 4,038. " 

As stocks slumped, the 
yield on the 10-year Trea¬ 
sury note rose to its high¬ 
est level in more than two 
months. The yield on the 10- 
year note climbed to 2.84 
percent from 2.78 percent 
on Tuesday, resuming its 
upward trajectory on signs 
that the economy is main¬ 
taining its recovery. In Sep¬ 
tember the yield climbed 
as high as 3 percent amid 
speculation that the Fed 
was set to announce that it 
would cut back on its eco¬ 
nomic stimulus. 

Investors are following Trea¬ 
sury rates closely because 
they are used as a bench¬ 
mark for setting many kinds 
of borrowing rates, such as 
those on mortgages. 
However, it will be the 
speed at which interest 
rates climb, rather than the 
absolute level that they 
reach, that will be crucial 
for the economy and the 
stock market, said Quincy 
Krosby, a market strategist 
at Prudential Financial. 
“Markets can get used 
to a gradual move,” said 
Krosby. 

The stock market has had 
an outstanding yearO 


Stocks struggle as investors weigh economic news 



Specialist James Sciulli works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. World stock markets 
put in a patchy performance Wednesday Dec. 4, 2013, with Japan suffering a sharp fall, as 
investors continued to worry the U.S. Federal Reserve will soon start reducing its monetary 
stimulus. (AP Photo/Richard Drew) 
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Super Bowl advertising 
is already sold out: Fox 

STUART ELLIOTT 
© 2013 New York Times 

The phrase “going, going, gone” is associated with 
baseball rather than football, but Fox Broadcasting is 
telling advertisers that commercial time during Super 
Bowl XLVIII on Feb. 2 is, finally, gone. 

Because the Super Bowl is the biggest day of the year 
for advertising as well as football, the pace of sales 
of commercial time for ads shown during each game 
is closely watched by Madison Avenue. To be sold 
out just after Thanksgiving is an above-average result, 
meaning demand for spots was strong; when demand 
is weak, as during recessions, for instance, the network 
broadcasting the Super Bowl may have spots left to 
sell until the weekend of the game. 

“The Super Bowl is done,” Neil Mulcahy, executive vice 
president for sales at Fox Sports, part of 21st Century 
Fox, said in a phone interview. 

When asked which categories helped achieve the 
sellout, Mulcahy cited automobiles, saying: “Certain¬ 
ly, the autos embraced it. All the car companies are 
back, and GM is back.” 

His reference was to a decision by General Motors, 
which said in August that it would return as a sponsor 
after sitting out Super Bowl XLVII this year. 

Mulcahy declined to list specific advertisers beyond 
that, citing the tradition that it is left to the buyers of 
commercial time to discuss their purchases rather than 
to the sellers. The other automakers that have said so 
far that they plan to advertise during Super Bowl XLVIII 
are Hyundai, Jaguar and Kia. 

The advertisers in other categories that have an¬ 
nounced they are buying commercials include An¬ 
heuser-Busch InBev, Butterfinger, Dannon Oikos yogurt, 
Doritos, GoDaddy, Intuit, SodaStream and Wonderful 
pistachios. 

In recent weeks, Fox Sports executives have described 
the commercial inventory for the game as virtually 
sold out, practically sold out and almost sold out. Back 
in September, for example, when announcing a Super 
Bowl ad contest, the executives said the game was 
about 95 percent sold. 

“It’s a fluid process,” Mulcahy said. 

Demand among potential sponsors did not seem to 
be affected much by the rates Fox is charging. Ear¬ 
lier estimates were that the price tag was around $4 
million for each 30 seconds of commercial time in the 
game, but there are indications that some advertisers 
are paying in a range between $4 million and $4.5 mil¬ 
lion. 

Mulcahy and Marla Newman, senior vice president for 
digital ad sales at Fox Sports, said they still had spots 
available during pregame and postgame program¬ 
ming on Fox Broadcasting; during programming re¬ 
lated to the Super Bowl on a new cable channel, Fox 
Sports 1; and in the live stream of the Super Bowl that is 
to be available on foxsports.com and on tablets. 
Newman said that the auto category was also strong 
in digital advertising, along with categories like con¬ 
sumer packaged goods, mobile devices and insur¬ 
ance. 

Both she and Mulcahy said they believed that the fact 
the Super Bowl will be played for the first time in the 
metropolitan New York area may be encouraging ad 
sales, pointing to the many special events and promo¬ 
tions that are scheduled to begin the Monday before 
the game and extend through the postgame period. 
Various 21st Century Fox properties are planning spe¬ 
cial programming to take advantage of the novelty 
of the location; for instance, Mulcahy said, Fox Sports 
1; WNYW, Channel 5, the Fox Broadcasting station in 
New York; and the Fox News cable channel will pres¬ 
ent shows from Times SquareO 


US new-home sales recover in October 


JOSH BOAK 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Americans ramped up 
purchases of new homes 
in October after three 
months of soft sales, evi¬ 
dence that the housing re¬ 
covery is improving fitfully. 
Sales of new homes grew 
25.4 percent to a season¬ 
ally adjusted annual rate 
of 444,000, fhe Commerce 


rose sharply and a limited 
number of homes for sale 
boosted prices. The combi¬ 
nation made home-buying 
less affordable. 

New-homes sales have 
risen 21.6 percent higher 
for the 12 months ending 
in October. Still, the pace 
remains well below the 
700,000 consistent with a 
healthy market. 

“The report suggests sharp 


past 12 months. 

The number of new homes 
available for sale was 
183,000 in October. That's 
still relatively lean — at the 
August sales' pace it would 
almost take five months to 
exhaust the supply. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment delayed the release 
of the September sales fig¬ 
ures because of the partial 
government shutdown in 



In this November 2013 photo, workers frame a home under construction in Matthews, N.C. The 
Commerce Department reported positive data on new-home sales for October on Wednesday, 
Dec. 4, 2013. (AP Photo/Chuck Burton) 


Department said Wednes¬ 
day. That was the largest 
monthly percentage in¬ 
crease since May 1980. 

But the increase came after 
sales had fallen 6.6 percent 
in September to a 354,000 
annual rate, the weakest 
since April 2012. And sales 
in August and July were re¬ 
vised lower to 379,000 and 
373,000, respectively. Sales 
had slowed over the sum¬ 
mer after mortgage rates 


weakening through Sep¬ 
tember and then a re¬ 
bound in October, but the 
volatility in the data argues 
against putting much em¬ 
phasis on a single month,” 
said Jim O’Sullivan, chief 
U.S. economist for High Fre¬ 
quency Economics. 

Prices for new homes 
eased in October. They 
fell 4.5 percent to $245,800 
from September and have 
declined slightly over the 


October. As a result, new- 
home sales for October 
and September were re¬ 
leased on Wednesday, in 
addition to revisions for the 
two previous months. 
Mortgage rates are nearly 
a full percentage point 
higher than the spring. 
Rates rose in May when the 
Federal Reserve first sig¬ 
naled that it might slow its 
$85 billion in monthly bond 
purchasesO 


US service sector growth weak in November 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
service sector firms grew in 
November at the weakest 
pace since June, evidence 
that cautious spending by 
consumers and businesses 
may be slowing growth. 
The Institute forSupply Man¬ 
agement said Wednesday 
its service-sector index fell 
to 53.9 in November, down 
from 55.4 in October. Any 
reading above 50 indicates 
expansion. The index hit an 
eight-year high of 58.6 in 
August. A measure of sales 
fell sharply last month to 
55.5 from 59.7. While that is 


still above 50, the decline 
suggests consumers were 
reluctant to spend. And a 
gauge of hiring fell to the 
lowest level since May. 
That's a sign job gains may 
have slowed in November. 
The government will report 
last month's hiring figures 
on Friday. 

Economists weren’t overly 
concerned by the de¬ 
cline. They pointed out 
that the level of the index 
still points to growth. The 
government’s report on 
gross domestic product, 
the broadest measure of 
goods and services, will be 
released Thursday. “The 


fall... is a bit disappointing, 
but the survey is still consis¬ 
tent with decent GDP and 
jobs growth in the fourth 
quarter," said Paul Dales, 
an economist at Capital 
Economics. Growth in the 
service industry has been 
steady this year. The ISM's 
index has averaged 55 
over the past 12 months. 
The survey covers business¬ 
es that employ 90 percent 
of the workforce, including 
retail, construction, health 
care and financial services 
firms. Nearly 86 percent of 
job gains in the past three 
months have been in the 
service sector.Q 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Pecan or 
almond 

4 Bonfire residue 

9 Dutch cast- 
iron kitchen pot 

13 Letters of 
urgency 

15 Range 

16 Plunge 
headfirst 

17 Students’ signal 
to go to class 

18 Ladies 

19 Hardly 
infrequently 

20 In prepared 

22 Make smooth 

23 Concern 

24 “If _ all the 
same to you,..” 

26 Attack violently 

29 _ retriever; 
popular dog 

34 Thin boards 

35 Lack of 
foresight 

36 Regret 

37 In no swiftly 

38 Wingless insect 

39 Windy day toy 

40 Wedding words 

41 _ beans 

42 Short-_; not 

around for long 

43 Practical folks 

45 12-inch sticks 

46 White 
termite 

47 Audacity 

48 Black card 

51 Found; set up 

56 Path 

57 One of the 
Judds 

58 Small alcove 

60 Very bad 

61 Follow as a 
result of 

62 Stickum 

63 Pianist and 
singer Domino 

64 Takes a break 

65 Wet’s opposite 

DOWN 

1 Capture 

2 Drug addict 


3 Story 

4 Like Jacuzzi 
water 

5 _Age; period 

of cavemen 

6 Residence 

7 Nights before 
big events 

8 Down-to-earth 

9 Ukrainian port 

10 “j_el rey!”; 
Spanish shout 

11 _ if; albeit 

12 Geeky fellow 

14 Soothe 

21 Speaker’s 
platform 

25 Give it a go 

26 Up and about 

27 Go down 
smoothly 

28 American _; 
Pacific island 
territory 

29 Oafs 

30 To boot 

31 Ambition; zip 

32 External 

33 Marsh grasses 


35 Type style 

38 Earwitness 

39 Murdering 

41 Safety _; 
closed fastener 

42 Slow period for 
a business 

44 Can wrappers 

45 Dog bite risk 


47 Whole range 

48 Musical symbol 

49 Molten rock 

50 Military division 

52 Of sound mind 

53 Throw 

54 Convinced 

55 1/24 of a day 
59 Door opener 
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Here’s to good health (but no toast) 


BEE SHAPIRO 
© 2013 New York Times 

NEW YORK - Not long ago, 
at a Midtown luncheon 
hosted by Arianna Huffing- 
ton and Lucy Danziger, the 
editor-in-chief of Self mag¬ 
azine, Dr. Frank Lipman, 59, 
was settling into his seat 


he hadn't the slightest in¬ 
terest in “selling out,” de¬ 
crying celebrity doctors as 
“cheesy - a required part 
of television that I want no 
part of.” 

But there is no doubt that 
even if Lipman has no am¬ 
bition to be the next Dr. Oz, 


glowing visages and tes¬ 
timonies are featured on 
his website. “I’ve never 
sought celebrities out," Lip¬ 
man said. But “I think the 
celebrities are more used 
to exploring things that are 
different, and they want to 
look better and feel better. 



Dr. Frank Lipman, the founder of the Eleven Eleven Wellness Center, in his office in New York. 
Lipman, who also has a powdered-shake line and a diet book, preaches the importance of 
nutrition to a clientele filled with celebrities. 

(Karsten Moran/The New York Times) 


es Health Center, a prac¬ 
tice on the Lower East Side 
that was open-minded 
about alternative prac¬ 
tices; at Gramercy Park 
Sports; and for Dr. Mark 
Seem, the founding direc¬ 
tor of the Tri-State College 
of Acupuncture, on the 
Upper West Side. Lipman 
also fell in with the Chinese 
medicine practitioners 
Efrem Korngold and Harriet 
Beinfield, who wrote “Be¬ 
tween Heaven and Earth: 
A Guide to Chinese Medi¬ 
cine," and followed Jeffrey 
Bland, a nutritional bio¬ 
chemist whose work would 
become the fountain of his 
anti-gluten stance. 

When he opened Eleven 
Eleven, named for the 
Mayan predicted date 
of doom and renewal, 
or the day for “change 
of consciousness," as Lip¬ 
man described it, his prac¬ 
tice focused largely on 
acupunctureO 
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on a panel along with the 
wellness stars Deepak Cho¬ 
pra and Joy Bauer. 

When his turn came, Lip¬ 
man (perhaps best known 
for the fighting words “glu¬ 
ten and sugar are the dev¬ 
il") spoke with fervor about 
getting people to “take 
control of their health” - 
meaning, largely, to pay 
more attention to nutrition. 
“To me, junk food is mod¬ 
ern-day cigarettes: They're 
the same thing,” he said, 
as onlookers munched 
on poached salmon and 
Greek salad, many casting 
a wary eye on the bread 
basket. 

A few weeks before, wifh 
no audience in his Flafiron 
office, he looked crisp in 
a blue dress shirt tucked 
into trousers, rectangular 
glasses and the inevitable 
Jawbone fitness bracelet. 
The office was decorated 
wall to wall with artifacts 
from South Africa, where 
he was born. Lipman was 
less animated and more 
circumspect than he was 
at the luncheon. He said 


his own star is quietly on the 
rise. He has a powdered- 
shake line. Be Well, and a 
diet book, initially called 
“Spent,” that was recently 
renamed “Revive." On 
Oct. 25, he gave his first 
TED talk, arguing for pre¬ 
vention over disease man¬ 
agement. And despite his 
professed resistance to 
television, he is brainstorm¬ 
ing about a possible show 
with the chef Seamus Mul¬ 
len of Tertulia and the Food 
Network, a client since 
January. “We’d only do it 
if there was control over 
the editing process,” said 
Lipman, who in 2012 did a 
solo show for Google TV, 
though it never aired. 

He is not exactly new to 
the scene, having opened 
his Eleven Eleven Wellness 
Center (an integrated 
East-West health practice, 
as he described it) in 1992. 
Huffington, Gwyneth Pal¬ 
trow, Donna Karan, Mag¬ 
gie Gyllenhaal and Kyra 
Sedgwick became just a 
few of his recognizable cli¬ 
ents, and several of their 


and this is what I do.” 

He attended medical 
school at the University of 
the Witwatersrand, where 
he met his future wife, Jan¬ 
ice, a ceramic arfist who 
now runs his Pinterest page, 
and worked for a while as 
a general practitioner. In 
1984, inspired in part by the 
American music and pop 
cultures, the couple emi¬ 
grated to the U.S. To secure 
a green card, Lipman got 
a job at Lincoln Hospital in 
the Bronx, where many U.S. 
doctors refused to work, he 
said. “It was pretty rough in 
those days, lots of heroin 
and crack,” he said. 

In three years there, he be¬ 
came chief medical resi¬ 
dent, and was enamored 
with the hospital’s alterna¬ 
tive addiction clinic, which 
used acupuncture to treat 
addicts off-site “in a burnt- 
out building," he said. 

In 1987, he left his residen¬ 
cy to practice acupunc¬ 
ture, for which he received 
grief from his peers, he 
said. He worked all around 
town, including at Betanc- 


FOR SALE 

Renaissance Ocean View 

wk 1 -137 $10,500 

wk 16 two weeks to Rent 

$1000 a week 

Call 1-781-760-1048 (cell) 

1-781-324-8130 

Joe or Mary Summers 

114364 

FOR SALE 
Property Land 

324 m2 

at calabas Residences 
Call 594-1496 

200552 

FOR SALE 
Marriott Ocean Club 

2 bedrooms, Gold Season 
$9500 

This week call Surf Club at 
Tel. 297-586-900 room 7402 
After Dec. 8 call 516-359-2946 

_ 200489 

FOR SALE 

Caribbean Palm Village 
(deeded) 

E 107 first floor pool side 
(renovated) 
week 1 thru 5 
1 bedroom 2 bath $10,000 
p/week 

email: np7300@roadrunner.com 
phone: USA 440-428-4631 

200451 


Aruba Aiport 524-2424 

American Airline 582-2700 

Avianca 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 588-1900 

Insel Air 588-9314 

Jet Blue 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 582-7117 

Tiara Air 588-4272 

Venezolana 583-7674 

FOUNDATION ” 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA)Jel: _583-299_9_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 

Arubano 

Teh 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Ancient DNA from human relative sets age record 



This undated photo provided by Madrid Scientific Films in Decem¬ 
ber 2013 shows the skeleton of a hominin estimated to be about 
400,000-years-old, excavated from Sima de los Huesos, Spain. 
Associated Press 


MALCOLM RITTER 
AP Science Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) —Scien¬ 
tists have reached far¬ 
ther back than ever into 
the ancestry of humans 
to recover and analyze 
DNA, using a bone found 
in Spain that’s estimated 
to be 400,000 years old. 
So far, the achievement 
has provided more ques¬ 
tions than answers about 
our ancient forerunners. 
The feat surpasses the 
previous age record of 
about 100,000 years for 
genetic material recov¬ 
ered from members of 
the human evolutionary 
line. Older DNA has been 
mapped from animals. 
Experts said the work 
shows that new tech¬ 
niques for working with 
ancient DNA may lead 
to more discoveries 
about human origins. 
Results were presented 
online Wednesday in 
the journal Nature by 
Matthias Meyer and 
colleagues at the Max 
Planck Institute for Evo¬ 
lutionary Anthropology 
in Leipzig, Germany, with 
co-authors in Spain and 
China. 

They retrieved the DNA 
from a thighbone found 
in a cave in northern 
Spain. It is among thou¬ 
sands of fossils from at 
least 28 individuals to be 
recovered from a cham¬ 
ber called the “Pit of the 
Bones.” 

The remains are typically 
classified as Homo hei- 
delbergensis, but not ev¬ 
erybody agrees. 

The age of the bones 
has been hard to deter¬ 
mine. A rough estimate 
from analyzing the DNA 
is around 400,000 years, 
which supports what 
Meyer said is the cur¬ 


rent view of the anthro¬ 
pologists excavating the 
site. Todd Disotell, an an¬ 
thropology professor at 
New York University, said 
geological techniques 
suggest the remains are 
older than 300,000 years 
but it’s not clear by how 
much. 

By comparison, modern 
humans arose only about 
200,000 years ago. 

The researchers mapped 
almost the complete col¬ 
lection of so-called mito¬ 
chondrial DNA. While the 
DNA most people know 
about is found in the nu¬ 


cleus of a cell, mitochon¬ 
drial DNA lies outside the 
nucleus. 

It is passed only from 


mother to child. 
Researchers used the 
DNA to construct pos¬ 
sible evolutionary fam¬ 
ily trees that include the 
Spanish individuals and 
two groups that showed 
up much later: 
Neanderthals and an 
evolutionary cousin of 
Neanderthals called 
Denisovans. They as¬ 
sumed the DNA would 
show similarities to Nean¬ 
derthal DNA, since the 
Spanish fossils have ana¬ 
tomical features reminis¬ 
cent of Neanderthals. 

But surprisingly, the DNA 
instead showed a closer 
relationship to Deniso¬ 
vans, who lived in Sibe¬ 
ria and apparently else¬ 
where in Asia, far from 
the Spanish cave. Scien¬ 
tists are uncertain of how 
fo explain that, Meyer 
said. 

The picture should get 
clearer if scientists can 
recover the other kind 
of DNA, found in fhe nu¬ 
cleus, from fhe Spanish 
bones, he said. 

Nucleus DNA would 
give more comprehen¬ 
sive information about 
evolutionary relation¬ 
ships between species, 
perhaps telling a story 
much different from the 
mitochondrial DNA evi¬ 
dence, Meyer said. 


Nucleus DNA is harder to 
recover, but Meyer said 
he’s optimistic that some 
small fraction might be 
retrievable. 

He also noted that the 
cave has acted as “the 
perfect fridge” to pre¬ 
serve the DNA for eons, 
and said it will be hard 
to find comparable situ¬ 
ations elsewhere. 

Experts in ancient DNA 
called the new paper ex¬ 
citing because it showed 
scientists can recover 
older DNA than many 
had thought outside the 
deep freeze of perma¬ 
frost areas. 

Much of human evolu¬ 
tion happened in warm¬ 
er places. 

“We had been operat¬ 
ing for a while under 
the assumption that the 
oldest DNA we’re going 
to get is about 100,000 
years,” said Disotell. Now, 
“we might take a shot 
at some older samples 
that we just never would 
have bothered with in 
the past.” 

In warm places like Af¬ 
rica, where DNA does 
nof preserve well, even 
getting genetic material 
that is just tens of thou¬ 
sands of years old would 
be an advance, said 
David Reich of Harvard 
Medical School. □ 
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This artist’s rendering provided by Madrid Scientific Films in December 2013 shows Sima de los 
Huesos hominins who are estimated to have lived approximately 400,000 years ago during the 
Middle Pleistocene. 


Associated Press 
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Autopsy: Actor 
died from impact, 
fire in car crash 



This March 21, 2013 file photo shows actor Paul Walker wear¬ 
ing a creation from the Colcci summer collection at Sao Paulo 
Fashion Week in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

Associated Press 


JUSTIN PRITCHARD 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — “Fast 
& Furious” star Paul Walker 
was killed by injuries from 
both the impact and sub¬ 
sequent fire when the 
Porsche his friend was driv¬ 
ing smashed into a light 
pole and tree, according 
to an autopsy released 
Wednesday. 

The actor died from the 
“combined effects of trau¬ 
matic and thermal injuries,” 
according to the autopsy 
released by the Los Ange¬ 
les County coroner's office. 
The 2005 Porsche Carrera 
GT was driven by Roger Ro- 
das, 

who was dead from “mul¬ 
tiple traumatic injuries” be¬ 
fore the car exploded in 
flames, the autopsy said. 
Results of toxicology testing 


will take another six to eight 
weeks. 

Walker starred in all but 
one of the six “Fast & Furi¬ 
ous" blockbuster films that 
glorified fast cars and dan¬ 
gerous driving. 

Sheriff's investigators are still 
trying to determine what 
caused Rodas to careen 
out of control Saturday. 
They have said speed was 
a factor in the crash north¬ 
west of downtown Los An¬ 
geles. 

Meanwhile, Universal Pic¬ 
tures announced that it 
has shut down production 
for an unspecified time on 
“Fast & Furious 7." 

The seventh installment 
of the street racings series 
started shooting in Septem¬ 
ber and was on break for 
the American Thanksgiving 
holiday.Q 
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Actor and comedian Will Ferrell, who plays TV anchorman Ron Burgundy, stays in character dur¬ 
ing a news conference at Emerson College in Boston, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2013. 

Associated Press 


College renamed for Ron 
Burgundy for a day 


BOSTON (AP) — Actor and 
comedian Will Ferrell told 
students he was “literally 
in a glass case of emo¬ 
tion” Wednesday as Em¬ 
erson College temporarily 
named its School of Com¬ 
munication after Ron Bur¬ 
gundy, 

his character in “Anchor¬ 
man.” 

Ferrell appeared as Bur¬ 
gundy, the fictitious televi¬ 
sion anchorman he plays 
in the 2004 hit movie as well 
as its sequel, “Anchorman 
2: The Legend Continues,” 
which opens this month. 
The renaming was one of 
several recent promotional 



In this Aug. 28, 2013 file photo, 
actress Gal Gadot arrives at 
the world premiere of “Rid¬ 
dick” at the Mann Village 
Westwood Theater in Los 
Angeles. 

Associated Press 


events for the movie. Ferrell 
anchored a newscast as 
Burgundy in North Dakota 
over the weekend. Then he 
helped cover curling trials 
in Canada. 

A spokeswoman said Emer¬ 
son received no money for 
the appearance. The idea 
came from Ferrell’s publi¬ 
cist, an Emerson alum. 
Many people had asked 
why the school would 
name itself after Burgundy, 
even for a day, said Phillip 
Glenn, professor and in¬ 
terim dean of the School of 
Communication. 

“Why indeed?” he said. 
“Why not?” 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Wonder 
Woman is finally coming to 
the big screen. 

Israel-born actress Gal 
Gadot has been cast as 
Wonder Woman in War¬ 
ner Bros.' superhero team- 
up film with Batman and 
Superman, the studio an¬ 
nounced Wednesday. Al¬ 
ready starring in the cur¬ 
rently untitled film are Ben 


Ferrell pretended to cry as 
he hugged Glenn and Em¬ 
erson President Lee Pelton. 
“To be finally recognized 
for my work as a journalist 
is truly extraordinary,” he 
said. “I can’t believe it’s fi¬ 
nally happening.” 

Fie took questions from stu¬ 
dents and reporters, telling 
them he gets a lot of news 
from carrier pigeons and 
offering hair advice includ¬ 
ing “use a leave-in condi¬ 
tioner." 

He also offered this rec¬ 
ommendation for journal¬ 
ism students: “Keep a $20 
bill in your shoe. You never 
know.”Q 


Affleck as Batman and 
Henry Cavill as Superman. 
Created in the 1940s and 
outfitted in patriotic colors, 
Wonder Woman was most 
famously played by Lynda 
Carter in the 1970s “Won¬ 
der Woman” television se¬ 
ries. 

But despite the charac¬ 
ter’s considerable cultural 
impact, Wonder Woman 
hasn’t previously made it 
into the moviesO 


Wonder Woman 
cast for Batman 
and Superman film 
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Phil Collins says he 
is writing songs again 



This Jan. 22, 2013 file photo shows Martin Bashir at the EA SimC- 
ity Learn. Build. Create. Inauguration After-Party, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


Matin Bashir 
Leaves MSNBC 


British musician Phil Collins, smiles as he talks to a reporter, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2013, in Miami 
Beach, Fla. 



Associated Press 


over remarks 


FRAZIER MOORE 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — British 
journalist Martin Bashir re¬ 
signed from the MSNBC ca¬ 
ble news network Wednes¬ 
day, nearly three weeks 
after causing an uproar by 
making graphic remarks on 
his show about former Re¬ 
publican vice presidential 
candidate Sarah Palin. 

“I deeply regret” the com¬ 
ments, Bashir said in a 
statement. 

“It is my sincere hope that 
all of my colleagues, at this 
special network, will be al¬ 
lowed to focus on the is¬ 
sues that matter without 
the distraction of myself or 
my ill-judged comments.” 
His resignation, effective 
immediately, was accept¬ 
ed by MSNBC president Phil 
Griffin, who in a statement 
thanked him “for three 
great years” with the net¬ 
work. 

The tempest began last 
month when Bashir sug¬ 
gested that someone 
should defecate in Palin’s 
mouth because of a re¬ 
mark fhe former Alaska 
governor made compar¬ 
ing the United States' in¬ 
debtedness to China with 
slavery. 

Bashir criticized Palin and 
her “long-diseased mind" 
after playing video of her 
speech about China. He 
told the story of Thomas 


Thisflewood, a former over¬ 
seer af a plantafion who 
described in diaries how he 
dealt with wayward slaves 
by, in one case, having an¬ 
other slave defecate in the 
mouth of the miscreant. In 
another case, someone uri¬ 
nated in the face of a slave 
being punished. 

“When Mrs. Palin invokes 
slavery,” Bashir said, “she 
doesn’t just prove her rank 
ignorance, she confirms 
(that) if anyone fruly quali¬ 
fies for a dose of discipline 
from Thomas Thisflewood, 
then she would be the out¬ 
standing candidate.” 

Bashir apologized days lat¬ 
er. But the controversy con¬ 
tinued to rage, with Palin's 
political action committee 
writing to Griffin and NBC 
News President Deborah 
Turness seeking discipline 
for Bashir, and Palin cancel¬ 
ling a scheduled interview 
with NBC’s Matt Lauer. 
Bashir’s departure leaves 
a void in MSNBC’s week¬ 
day schedule. MSNBC con¬ 
tributor Joy-Ann Reid has 
subbed for him in recent 
days. 

A permanent replacement 
will be named in the com¬ 
ing weeks, the network 
said. 

Bashir came to MSNBC 
in 2010 from ABC News' 
“Nightline.” He had joined 
ABC in 2004 as a corre¬ 
spondent for “20/20.”□ 


LAURA WIDES-MUNOZ 
Associated Press 
MIAMI BEACH, Florida (AP) 

— Phil Collins, the former 
Genesis drummer whose 
earnest ballads made him 
a star in the 1980s, is pen¬ 
ning songs again. Although 
he dreads the idea of ex¬ 
tended touring because it 
would take him away from 
his five children, Collins says 
he has missed the creativity 
of music since he retired in 
2010. 

Collins spoke in Miami 
Beach on Wednesday. He 
was in town to promote the 
expansion of his nonprofit 
Little Dreams Foundation, 
which he co-founded with 
his now ex-wife Orianne 
Collins to help youth realize 
their artistic, musical and 
athletic dreams. 

“I’ve decided I kind of 
missed that writing cre¬ 
ative stuff, so I’m trying to 
get back into writing, and 
that's getting into a certain 
headspace and personal 
drive,” he said. 

There's no magic for get¬ 
ting into the groove, “just 
banging away at it,” he 
said. Sometimes the lyrics 
come first, sometimes the 
music. 

“I’ve got some lyrical 
ideas on paper that are 
good. I've started to thrash 
around at the piano. A lot 
of it is hit and miss,” he said. 
“All you need is something 
to hang an idea on and 
you're off." 

Collins got his start as the 


drummer for Genesis in 
the 1970s before becom¬ 
ing a solo star with hits such 
as “In the Air Tonight” and 
“Against All Odds.” 

Collins said putting on live 
shows is fun, but he doesn’t 
like missing his children’s 
birthdays. 

“I’ve been like that pretty 
much most of my life, and I 
don’t want to do that any¬ 
more,” he said. 

Collins has three adult 
children from his first two 
marriages and two young 
sons with Orianne. They di¬ 
vorced in 2008. 

Pressed when he might it 
the road again, he said 
it wouldn't be before the 
end of next year. He didn’t 
say whether it would be a 
solo show or a Genesis re¬ 
union. 

Collins said he gets a kick 
out of watching his con¬ 
certs with his young sons 
Nicholas and Matthew. 

He said they ask him tough 
questions, like why he 
makes a crazy laugh on the 
single “Mama" from Gen¬ 
esis' 1983 self-titled album. 
The answer: 

It was tribute to the grand- 
daddy of hip hop Grand¬ 
master Flash. 

“But they don’t know who 
Grandmaster Flash is,” he 
said. Collins credits his boys’ 
interest in his concerts for 
encouraging him to even 
consider getting back on 
the stage. 

Critics also give him pause 
about returning. 


“I can’t believe that 
amount of hate that is out 
there,” he said, referring 
to the online reaction to 
his declaration earlier this 
year that he might consider 
touring. 

Even after all these years, 
the Grammy- and Oscar- 
winning artist still takes crit¬ 
ics to heart. Over the years, 
they’ve often panned his 
pop tunes for being safe, 
bland and overproduced. 
“Knowing that I’m just think¬ 
ing of it, and someone say¬ 
ing, ‘No, God, please don't 
do that!’ It kind of under¬ 
mines your confidence," 
he said. “We're all sensitive 
chaps, you know.” 

Collins said he was pleas¬ 
antly surprised at how cer¬ 
tain songs have held up 
over time, such as “Easy 
Lover” and “In the Air To¬ 
night,” which was featured 
in the 1980s hit TV show “Mi¬ 
ami Vice.” 

“That's going to be on my 
headstone. He came. He 
wrote ‘In the Air Tonight.' 
He ... died." 

As for his charity, Collins 
said he often used to re¬ 
ceive letters from kids ask¬ 
ing how to break into the 
music business, so he and 
Orianne decided to cre¬ 
ate the nonprofit to help 
those without resources 
get coaching, training and 
advice. At first, they turned 
to their friends in fhe music 
industry to serve as men¬ 
tors and later expanded to 
sports and visual artsO 
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Better Pay Now 
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‘Tis the season to be jolly - or, at 
any rate, to spend a lot of time 
in shopping malls. It is also, tra¬ 
ditionally, a time to reflect on 
the plight of those less fortunate 
than oneself - for example, the 
person on the other side of that 
cash register. 

The last few decades have 
been tough for many American 
workers, but especially hard on 
those employed in retail trade - 
a category that includes both 
the sales clerks at your local 
Wal-Mart and the staff at your 
local McDonald’s. Despite the 
lingering effects of the financial 
crisis, America is a much richer 
country than it was 40 years 
ago. But the inflation-adjusted 
wages of nonsupervisory work¬ 
ers in retail trade - who weren’t 
particularly well paid to begin 
with - have fallen almost 30 per¬ 
cent since 1973. 

So can anything be done to 
help these workers, many of 
whom depend on food stamps 
- if they can get them - to feed 
their families, and who depend 
on Medicaid - again, if they 
can get it - to provide essential 
health care? Yes. We can pre¬ 
serve and expand food stamps, 
not slash the program the way 
Republicans want. We can 
make health reform work, de¬ 
spite right-wing efforts to under¬ 
mine the program. 

And we can raise the minimum 
wage. 

First, a few facts. Although the 
national minimum wage was 
raised a few years ago, it’s still 
very low by historical standards, 
having consistently lagged be¬ 
hind both inflation and average 
wage levels. Who gets paid this 
low minimum? By and large, it’s 
the man or woman behind the 
cash register: almost 60 percent 
of U.S. minimum-wage work¬ 
ers are in either food service or 
sales. This means, by the way, 
that one argument often in¬ 
voked against any attempt to 
raise wages - the threat of for¬ 
eign competition - won’t wash 
here: Americans won’t drive to 
China to pick up their burgers 
and fries. 

Still, even if international com¬ 
petition isn’t an issue, can we 
really help workers simply by 
legislating a higher wage? 
Doesn’t that violate the law of 
supply and demand? Won’t the 
market gods smite us with their 
invisible hand? The answer is 
that we have a lot of evidence 
on what happens when you 
raise the minimum wage. And 
the evidence is overwhelmingly 
positive: Hiking the minimum 


wage has little or no adverse 
effect on employment, while 
significantly increasing workers’ 
earnings. 

It’s important to understand 
how good this evidence is. 
Normally, economic analysis is 
handicapped by the absence 
of controlled experiments. For 
example, we can look at what 
happened to the U.S. economy 
after the Obama stimulus went 
into effect, but we can’t ob¬ 
serve an alternative universe 
in which there was no stimulus, 
and compare the results. 

When it comes to the minimum 
wage, however, we have a 
number of cases in which a 
state raised its own minimum 
wage while a neighboring state 
did not. If there were anything 
to the notion that minimum 
wage increases have big nega¬ 
tive effects on employment, 
that result should show up in 
state-to-state comparisons. It 
doesn’t. So a minimum-wage 
increase would help low-paid 
workers, with few adverse side 
effects. And we’re talking 
about a lot of people. Early this 
year the Economic Policy Insti¬ 
tute estimated that an increase 
in the national minimum wage 
to $10.10 from its current $7.25 
would benefit 30 million workers. 
Most would benefit directly, be¬ 
cause they are currently earn¬ 
ing less than $10.10 an hour, but 
others would benefit indirectly, 
because their pay is in effect 
pegged to the minimum - for 
example, fast-food store man¬ 
agers who are paid slightly (but 
only slightly) more than the 
workers they manage. 

Now, many economists have a 
visceral dislike of anything that 
sounds like price-fixing, even if 
the evidence strongly indicates 
that it would have positive ef¬ 
fects. Some of these skeptics 
oppose doing anything to help 
low-wage workers. Others ar¬ 
gue that we should subsidize, 
not regulate - in particular, that 
we should expand the Earned 
Income Tax Credit (EITC), an 
existing program that does in¬ 
deed provide significant aid to 
low-income working families. 
And for the record, I’m all for an 
expanded EITC. 

But there are, it turns out, good 
technical reasons to regard the 
minimum wage and the EITC as 
complements - mutually sup¬ 
portive policies, not substitutes. 
Both should be increased. Un¬ 
fortunately, given the political 
realities, there is no chance 
whatsoever that a bill increas¬ 
ing aid to the working poor 
would pass Congress. 

An increase in the minimum 
wage, on the other hand, just 
might happen, thanks to over¬ 
whelming public support. This 
support doesn’t come just 
from Democrats or even inde¬ 
pendents; strong majorities of 
Republicans (57 percent) and 
self-identified conservatives (59 
percent) favor an increase. 

In short, raising the minimum 
wage would help many Ameri¬ 
cans, and might actually be 
politically possible. Let’s give it 
a try.Q 



The Families We Invent 
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When they were 11 years old, 
Kylee and Starr split a stolen Co- 
ors and made a wordless pact, 
pricking their fingers with a cac¬ 
tus needle to let their blood run 
together. The gesture symbol¬ 
ized the girls’ hope - their deter¬ 
mination - that their lives would 
always be joined just as closely. 
“You had this idea that I’ll never 
forget,’’ Kylee told Starr much 
later on. “People move places 
and change careers for their 
spouses. And you said to me, 
‘Why can’t we do that for our 
friendship?”’ “We didn’t get re¬ 
inforcement for that idea,’’ Starr 
said. “We got a lot of pafs on 
the head and ‘Oh, that’s a nice 
idea, girls, but life happens.”’ 

It does. And often the only peo¬ 
ple who go the turbulent dis¬ 
tance with you, there at almost 
every critical juncture, are the 
ones who wear tags like mother 
or father, sister or brother, hus¬ 
band or wife. They have more 
motivation and more of an obli¬ 
gation to stick. 

But sometimes it works out dif¬ 
ferently. Kylee and Starr each 
went on to marry and have kids, 
but more than 25 years after 
their pact, when they sat down 
in 2007 to speak about it, they 
were living on the same street, 
sharing the burdens that need¬ 
ed sharing and no more able 
to envision separate existences 
than they had been when they 


drank that illicit beer. If that’s 
not family - real family - please 
tell me what is. 

I read about them in a new 
book, “Ties That Bind,” which 
showcases conversations like 
theirs from the StoryCorps proj¬ 
ect, an evolving oral history that 
records pairs of individuals talk¬ 
ing about the sacrifices each 
has made for the other, the fa¬ 
vors bestowed, the forgiveness 
granted. Dave Isay, the founder 
of StoryCorps, culled about 
40 of these encounters for the 
book, which coincides with the 
project’s 10th anniversary. 

A slight majority of the pairs in 
the book are linked by DNA, 
marriage or such. They’re kin 
in the conventional sense. But 
what struck me most force¬ 
fully was how many others had 
found extraordinary, enduring 
intimacy outside of that con¬ 
text, stretching the definition of 
family, making clear that it’s not 
just or even chiefly about com¬ 
mon genes, common beds. 

It’s about common needs, 
common generosity. It’s an act 
of will as much as an accident 
of birth. That’s worth remem¬ 
bering during this merrymaking, 
reunion-heavy season, when 
“family” is usually invoked in 
terms too narrowly tradition¬ 
al. They fail to recognize that 
former schoolmates, fellow 
churchgoers, neighbors or oth¬ 
er friends can mean every bit as 
much to you as any actual rela¬ 
tives do. They fail to acknowl¬ 
edge how many people have 
been let down by those rela¬ 
tives, and have forged a family 
of their own invention. 

That’s true of Chelda, who was 
24 in 2009, when she and her 
best friend, Georgia, two years 
older, recorded the conversa¬ 
tion that appears in “Ties That 
Bind.” 

“I remember growing up and 
picturing this fairy-tale life,” 
Chelda said, mentioning two of 
television’s happiest tribes, the 
Brady bunch and the Huxta- 
bles. “But I didn’t have the fam¬ 
ily network that I wanted.” She 
decided that Georgia would 


fill the gap. She clung to her. 
And when she got pregnant 
unexpectedly during gradu¬ 
ate school, it was Georgia who 
rushed to her side and stayed 
there. As good as we humans 
are at division, we’re better still 
at connection. “Ties That Bind” 
shows this again and again, 
even presenting the astonishing 
story of a woman in constant 
contact with the man who 
killed her only son and served 17 
years behind bars for his crime. 
At the time of their recorded 
conversation in 2011, he was 
out of prison and living next 
door to her. She was calling him 
“son.” And he was professing 
his love for her and helping to fill 
the very hole in her life that he, 
with a bullet, had created. 

“Our relationship is beyond be¬ 
lief,” she said. 

It certainly didn’t follow any 
predictable script, and neither 
did the relationship that Tim, a 
former nurse, has with Barbara, 
whose husband, a quadriple¬ 
gic, he once tended to, bring¬ 
ing the couple a crucial com¬ 
fort. When Tim later developed 
AIDS, Barbara assumed the role 
of caregiver and moved him 
into her home. She spoon-fed 
him six times a day. They, too, 
are like mother and child. 

In the book there are teachers 
and students whose closeness 
transcended and outlasted the 
classroom. There’s a mentally 
challenged woman, Janice, 
who has lived for more than a 
decade with Sadie, the friend 
who essentially rescued her 
from a family that used her as 
an unpaid housekeeper, sel¬ 
dom let her out into the world 
and went so far as to have her 
sterilized. The tenderness be¬ 
tween the two women is pal¬ 
pable and breathtaking. 

“Your house is the White House 
to me,” Janice told Sadie last 
year, when their conversation 
was recorded. 

“We’re not biologically tied,” 
Sadie said. “We are spiritually 
tied.” Lucky for them, lucky for 
all of us, that twine can be as 
thick as blood.Q 
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Treats From Their 


Kitchens To Yours 


teaspoon) 

1. Fit a heatproof bowl 
over a pot of simmering 
water, making sure the 
water doesn’t touch the 
bottom of the bowl. Place 
the chocolate in the bowl 
and stir until fully melted, 
about 5 minutes. Remove 
the bowl from the pot and 
stir the crystallized ginger 
and half of the pomegran¬ 
ate seeds into the melted 
chocolate. 

2. Line a small baking sheet 
with parchment paper. 
Pour melted chocolate 
mixture onto the sheet. 
Use a spatula to smooth 
the chocolate into one 
even layer about 1/4 inch 


thick. (It does not need to 
fill the entire sheet.) Sprinkle 
chocolate with remaining 
pomegranate seeds and 
sea salt. 

3. Chill for 20 to 30 minutes 
or until firm. Break or cut 
into pieces and store in an 
airtight container, sepa¬ 
rating the layers with wax 
paper. Best served the day 
it's made; otherwise con¬ 
densation may form on the 
surface. 

HOLIDAY PRALINES 
Adapted from Elizabeth 
Choinski 

Time: 50 minutes 

Yield: 2 dozen pieces 

400 grams granulated sug¬ 


MELISSA CLARK 
© 2013 New York Times 

Chocolate bark is the 
workhorse of homemade 
holiday gifts: easy, crowd¬ 
pleasing, expected. 

But you've never seen 
chocolate bark like Tom 
Faglon’s chocolate bark. 
Instead of nuts or dried 
fruit or chopped-up, pep¬ 
permint candy canes, he 
scatters fresh pomegran¬ 
ate seeds over the surface, 
where they glisten like ru¬ 
bies. Chewy bits of candied 
ginger are hidden inside 
the bittersweet chocolate, 
lying in wait to surprise you 
with their spiciness. Then, to 
make things even more in¬ 
teresting, he strews the top 
with crunchy sea salt. 

His bark is as sweet and 
juicy as a box of choco¬ 
late-covered cherries, but 
a lot more sophisticated. 
Even better for the busiest 
time of the year, a pound 
of it takes less than 10 ac¬ 
tive minutes to make. 

I came across Faglon's 
recipe as I was poring over 
the nearly 150 messages 
that Dining section readers 
sent to us with their favorite, 
sweet, homemade holiday 
gifts. Recipes came in from 
all over the world. There 
was an unusual, anise- 
oat crescent cookie from 


Rome. A recipe for choc¬ 
olate-dipped, marzipan- 
covered apricots was sent 
from Paris. From closer to 
home, Brooklyn, came a 
farmers'-market-in spired 
fruit compote. 

So I put on my apron and 
got to work, testing my way 
through a dozen of the of¬ 
ferings. My methodology 
for choosing what to test 
operated on a gut level. If 
my mouth started to water 
as I read the recipe, I print¬ 
ed it out. 

There were plenty of varia¬ 
tions on chocolate bark, 
but none as intriguing as 
Faglon’s. 

Your friends will be thrilled 
to receive any of these 
homemade holiday gifts. I 
know mine will be, too. And 
we all have you, our read¬ 
ers, to thank. 

CHOCOLATE BARK 
Adapted from Tom Faglon 
Time: 10 minutes, plus chill¬ 
ing 

Yield: About 3/4 pound of 
bark (8 servings) 

140 grams dark (bitter¬ 
sweet) chocolate pieces 
(5 ounces) 

20 grams minced crystal¬ 
lized ginger (2 tablespoons) 
140 grams fresh pomegran¬ 
ate seeds (1 cup) 

6 grams flaky sea salt (1 


Chocolate bark with fresh pomegranate seeds, the top strewn with sea salt. Chocolate bark is the 
workhorse of homemade holiday gifts: easy, crowd-pleasing, expected. 

(Andrew Scrivani/The New York Times) 


ar (2 cups) 

1 /2 cup Steen's cane syrup 
or light molasses 
230 grams pecan halves (2 
cups) 

4 tablespoons unsalted 
butter 

1 tablespoon vanilla ex¬ 
tract 

5 grams ground ginger (1 
teaspoon) 

5 grams ground cinnamon 
(1 teaspoon) 

2 grams ground cloves (1 /2 
teaspoon) 

1. In a saucepan, combine 
sugar, cane syrup, pecans 
and 1/2 cup water. Stir 
over medium heat until 
sugar dissolves and mixture 
comes to a boil. Cook, stir¬ 
ring occasionally, until mix¬ 
ture reaches 235 degrees 
on a candy thermometer. 

2. Remove saucepan from 
heat and immediately stir 
in butter, vanilla extract 
and spices. Allow mixture 
to cool for 10 minutes. 

3. Carefully, using a hand¬ 
held mixer - or a stand¬ 
ing mixer fitted with the 
paddle attachment - whip 
until mixture changes to a 
lighter color and becomes 
creamy and just starts to 
stiffen as it cools. (It should 
still be warm.) The pecans 
will break up a bit. 

4. Use a tablespoon-size 
cookie-dough scoop to 
drop mixture onto two bak¬ 
ing sheets lined with parch¬ 
ment paper (12 pralines 
per sheet). Use a spatula 
to flatten each praline. Let 
cool completely and store 
in a tin, creating separate 
layers with wax paper.Q 


Pecan pralines spiced with cloves and cinnamon. These sturdy treats would do well mailed across the country, an excellent quality 
in a homemade gift. 

(Andrew Scrivani/The New York Times) 










